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First, Let’s Have a Talk
 A Word From Your Study Guide Author

Have you ever had questions about what Christians believe? Have your friends asked you 
why you believe the way you do and you haven’t been able to answer them? If so, this course is 
especially for you. Even after you have studied it, you will want to keep it on hand for a quick 
reference any time a question arises.

This course is about the main teachings of the Bible. We call them the fundamental doctrines. 
You should study them not only to have answers to questions but also to know what God says about 
different things, since this can be a matter of life or death to you and the people you infl uence.

The Bible verses you study and memorize will help you grow spiritually. You will fi nd them 
valuable in your own times of private devotion, as well as in personal evangelism and teaching the 
Bible to others. And as the Bible itself says, knowledge of the Word builds faith.

A modern method of teaching yourself helps you to learn the principles easily and put them into 
practice immediately.

Your Study Guide
This book is a pocket-sized workbook that you can take with you and study whenever you have fi ve 

or ten minutes free. Try to do at least a lesson a week.
You will notice that objectives are given at the beginning of each lesson. The word objective is 

used in this book to help you know what to expect from your study. An objective is something like 
a goal or a purpose. You will study better if you keep in mind your objectives.

Be sure to study carefully the fi rst two pages of each lesson. This prepares your mind for what 
follows. Next, study the lesson section by section and follow the instructions under the title For You 
to Do. If there is not enough room to write your answers to the study questions in the study guide, 
write them in a notebook so you can refer back to them when you review the lessons. If you are 
studying this course with a group, follow the instructions of your group leader.

How to Answer Study Questions

There are different kinds of study questions in this study guide. Following are samples of 
several types and how to answer them.

A MULTIPLE-CHOICE question or item asks you to choose an answer from the ones that are 
given.

Example of Multiple-Choice Question

1 A week has a total of
a) 10 days.
b) 7 days.
c) 5 days.

The correct answer is b) 7 days. In your study guide, make a circle around b) as shown here:

1 A week has a total of
a) 10 days.
b) 7 days.
c) 5 days.
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(For some multiple-choice items, more than one answer may be correct. In that case, you would 
circle the letter in front of each correct answer.)

A TRUE-FALSE question or item asks you to choose which of several statements are TRUE.

Example of True-False Question

2 Which statements below are TRUE?
a The Bible has a total of 120 books.
b The Bible is a message for believers today.
c All of the Bible authors wrote in the Hebrew language.
d The Holy Spirit inspired the writers of the Bible.

Statements b and d are true. You would make a circle around these two letters to show your 
choices, as you see above.

A MATCHING question or item asks you to match things that go together, such as names with 
descriptions or Bible books with their authors.

Example of Matching Question

3 Write the number for the leader’s name (right) in front of each phrase that describes something 
he did (left).

. . . . a Received the Law at Mr. Sinai

. . . . b Led the Israelites acrossJordan

. . . . c Marched around Jericho

. . . . d Lived in Pharaoh’s court

1) Moses
2) Joshua

Phrases a and d refer to Moses, and phrases b and c refer to Joshua. You world write 1 beside a 
and d, and 2 beside b and c, as you see above.

Your Student Report

If you are studying to earn a certifi cate, you will need to complete the Student Report. The 
Student Report and answer sheets are located at the end of the book.

There are two units in this course. In the Student Report there are questions for each unit. There 
is also an answer sheet for each of the two units. Your study guide will tell you when to answer the 
unit questions and to fi ll out the appropriate answer sheet.

Follow the instructions given in your student report for sending the answer sheets to the ICI 
offi ce in your area. The address should be stamped at the top of the copyright page. When you do 
this, you will receive an attractive certifi cate. If you have already earned the certifi cate, you will 
receive a seal to affi x to it, indicating that you have completed another course in this unit of study.

1

2

2

1
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The Bible
The sailors were frightened. There had been a terrible storm and some of their friends had 

drowned. They were lost and many unanswered questions troubled them. Where were they going? 
How long would this trip last? Would they ever fi nd their way home?

It was 1492 and the captain of these men, Christopher Columbus, could not answer their 
questions. He had taken them on an uncharted course across the Atlantic Ocean, looking for India. 
Instead, he found an island in the Americas. There he and his sailors found fresh water and their 
lives were saved.

A similar story would not likely be repeated today. With accurate charts and maps to direct their 
course, ship captains need not lose their way.

Though still on land, many people feel as if they are lost on a storm-tossed ocean. They are 
asking themselves questions. Where am I going? Am I lost? Will I ever fi nd the right way? God has 
heard our questions and He has already given us a Book to guide our lives.

Before searching for the answers, let’s look together at the great Book. We will see how it was 
written and how it was given to us.

In this lesson you will study….

The Origin and Structure of the Bible
The Purpose of the Bible

This lesson will help you…

• Describe the origin and structure of the Bible.

• Understand how and why the Bible was given.

Lesson

1



8

THE ORIGIN AND STRUCTURE OF THE BIBLE
Objective 1. Describe the origin and basic structure of the Bible.

The Holy Bible, made up of 66 books, is like a small library that God has given us. The fi rst 
part of the Bible—the Old Testament—contains 39 books. The second part—the New Testament—
contains 27 books.

Over a period of 1600 years approximately 40 men were involved in writing these books. The 
Bible tells us that these men were holy men of God. They were kings and peasants, poets and 
merchants, military and religious leaders. They were from different backgrounds, different cities, 
and of different interests.

The books of the Bible cover many different subjects, like history, prophecy, and poetry. It has 
songs and wise sayings called proverbs. It contains stories to interest the young and the old. Yet it 
all fi ts together because it has one central theme—the relationship between God and man.

In each one of these For You to Do sections, the questions or exercises will help you review or 
apply what you have studied.

1 Fill in the missing terms in the following sentences.
a The Bible consists of ............................ books written by ............................ men of different 

backgrounds.
b The Bible was written over a period of ............................years.
c There are ............................ books in the fi rst part called the ............................ Testament and 

............................ books in the second part called the ............................ Testament.

Check your answers with those at the end of this lesson.

THE PURPOSE OF THE BIBLE
Objective 2. Recognize aspects of divine inspiration.

Perhaps you noticed what may seem to be a contradiction in the fi rst part of this lesson. It says 
that God gave us the Bible, but it also says that men wrote it. How can this be?

The forty men who wrote the Bible were divinely inspired. This means that the Holy Spirit 
put in the authors’ minds the thoughts that God wanted them to write. Second Timothy 3:16 says, 
“All Scripture is inspired by God.” This verse also tells why the Bible was given—for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting, and giving instruction.

God has given us instructions for right living because He desires our highest good. He knows 
that when we do not live according to His principles we hurt ourselves. Our minds, our bodies, and 
especially our spirits suffer. The best way to avoid hurting ourselves is to follow His Word closely. 
Through it we get to know Him personally: we understand that His ways are best for us.

Like a chart or a guide book, His Word was written for us to turn to for help and strength. How 
wonderful that we can have His personal instructions to us always at our side!
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In the next two exercises, circle the letter in front of the words that best complete the sentence.

2 When we say that the Bible is divinely inspired we emphasize that
a) it tells us about God.
b) God gave the authors the thoughts they should write.
c) it contains valuable religious history.

3 The authors wrote on the same theme and did not contradict each other because
a) God was the real author and they wrote the thoughts He gave them.
b) each one left instructions for the following writers.

4 Circle the letter in front of the TRUE reasons why God has given us the Bible.
a He wants our highest good.
b He wanted to give instructions for right living.
c He wanted us to realize that He is too great for us to know Him.
d He wants to establish His relationship with us and tell us what He is like.
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The answers to your study exercises are not given in the usual order. They have been mixed up 
so that you will not see the answer to your next question ahead of time. Try not to look ahead.

 1 a 66
  40
 b 1600
 c 39
  Old
  27
  New

 3 a) God was the real author and they wrote the thoughts He gave them.

 2 b) God gave the authors the thoughts they should write.

 4 a He wants our highest good.
 b He wanted to give instructions for right living.
 d He wants to establish His relationship with us and tell us what He is like.
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God

I was a little child when my mother taught me how to enjoy storms. She would put her arms 
around me as we stood at the window of our house in Latin America. The wind would whip through 
the banana trees in our front yard. It was magnifi cent to see the tossing leaves, wet with rain, 
shining when the lightning fl ashed. The thunder sounded like drums telling the story of how the 
grass and fl owers loved the refreshing rain.

People can enjoy or fear a storm, depending on what they have been taught about it. It is also 
important to know what kind of a storm it is—benefi cial or destructive.

How can you understand a storm? What is the shape of the wind and rain and lightning? Can you 
put a storm in a bottle? Of course not. A storm is understood when we study its parts: for example, 
the cold air meeting the hot. We can study its effects—what it does to the land or the sea.

In a way, God can be compared to a storm. Some people fear Him and others love Him—
depending on what they have been told and what they do about it.

You cannot see God, but you can study what He does. In Lesson 1 we learned that it is the Bible 
that tells us all about God—about His qualities and how He deals with mankind. In this lesson we 
will look into the Bible and explore a few of the many things it has to say about God.

In this lesson you will study...

His Relationship to Us
Our relationship to Him

This lesson will help you...

• Name several attributes of God.

• Explain what your attitude toward God should be.

Lesson

2
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HIS RELATIONSHIP TO US
Objective 1. Name at least fi ve attributes of God.

The Bible says in John 4:24 that God is a Spirit. The dictionary says that a spirit is the vital 
principle that gives life. Since God is the Creator, this means that He is the supernatural force that 
gives life to all of His creation. Because He is a Spirit, He cannot be seen unless He chooses to show 
Himself in some visible form.

He did show Himself through His Son. John 1:14 says: “The Word became a human being and, full 
of grace and truth, lived among us. We saw his glory, the glory which he received as the Father’s only 
Son.”

God has revealed Himself as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, three Persons which are called the 
Godhead or Trinity. The three are referred to in many places, one of which is Matthew 28:19: 
“Go, then, to all peoples everywhere and make them my disciples: baptize them in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.”

One good way to learn more about God is by studying His attributes or qualities. God is good, 
holy, just, all-powerful, all-knowing, and eternal. Let’s look at a series of verses that mention these 
qualities and others as well.

Exodus 34:6 states, “I, the Lord, am a God who is full of compassion and pity, who is not easily 
angered and who shows great love and faithfulness.”

Leviticus 11:44 says: “I am the Lord your God, and you must keep yourselves holy, because I 
am holy.”

The fact that He is all-powerful can be seen in Daniel 4:35. It says, “No one can oppose his will 
or question what he does.”

God knows everything

There is nothing that can be hid from God; everything in all creation is exposed and lies open 
before his eyes. And it is to him that we must all give an account of ourselves (Hebrews 4:13).

Revelation 10:6 tells us that God is eternal. An angel “took a vow in the name of God, who lives 
forever and ever, who created heaven, earth, and the sea, and everything in them.”

The few verses that we have read, verses that give a little description of God, help us to realize 
how great He is. He is powerful and He is strong—but He is also merciful and kind. And He wants 
to have a close relationship with us, His creation.

1 Read the Scripture references and fi ll in the correct words in the statements following.

a Matthew 6:9-11. God is likened to a loving ............................ who provides for his 

............................

b Isaiah 66:13. God comforts even as a ............................ comforts her ............................
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2 Look up the following Scripture. Write by each one of the references the attribute of God that it 
suggests to you, such as holy, forgiving, and so on.

a 2 Kings 4:42-44.............................................................................................................................

b Genesis 9:13-17.............................................................................................................................

c 2 Chronicles 7:13-14 .....................................................................................................................

d Exodus 3:7.....................................................................................................................................

e Psalm 97:10-12..............................................................................................................................
If you want to know more about the attributes of God, you will fi nd an exercise like the one you 

have just done very helpful. Choose another Psalm and as you read it write down the descriptions of 
God that are especially meaningful to you. Psalm 103 and Psalm 139 are both fi lled with beautiful 
descriptions of God and His care for us.

Check your answers.

OUR RELATIONSHIP TO HIM
Objective 2. Recognize that your fi rst responsibility is toward God.

In Matthew 22:37 Jesus said, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
and with all your mind.”

There are various ways of showing God that we love Him. Our worship and praise can put our 
love into words said directly to Him. But we should also show our love.

Now... listen to what the Lord your God demands of you: Have reverence for the Lord and 
do all that he commands. Love him, serve him with all your heart, and obey all his laws  
(Deuteronomy 10:12-13).

“But whoever obeys his word is the one whose love for God has really been made perfect” 
(1 John 2:5). If we want to show our love to God, we will follow the instructions He gives us in 
His Word.

Another way to show our love to God is by giving and sharing with others. 1 John 3:17-18 
says:

If a rich person sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against his brother, how can he 
claim that he loves God? My children, our love should not be just words and talk; it must be true 
love, which shows itself in action.

The love that is obedient and sharing will be a satisfying and rewarding love. Jesus says in 
Luke 10:28 that if we love God above all else we “will live.” Some people think that “real living” 
is wealth, power, and position. But these things in themselves will never satisfy because we were 
made in God’s likeness and for His glory. Our spirits must be satisfi ed with the spiritual.

Real living is loving God. Jesus said, “Be concerned above everything else with the Kingdom 
of God and with what he requires of you, and he will provide you with all these other things” 
(Matthew 6:33).

Don’t limit yourself to the less important things. Love God with all your heart.
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3 Circle the letter in front of the correct completion for the following statement. Above all else, 
you should love
a) power so that you are in control of your life.
b) God, and put that love into practice.

4 Read the following verses and circle the ones that tell you what your fi rst responsibility toward 
God is.
a Deuteronomy 6:5
b Deuteronomy 10:12
c Deuteronomy 13:3
d Joshua 22:5
e Mark 12:30
f Jude 21
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 1 a father, children.
 b mother, children.

 3 b) God, and put that love into practice.

 2 You may use your own words, but your answers will be something like these:
 a all-powerful
 b merciful.
 c forgiving.
 d all-knowing or all-seeing.
 e holy.

 4 You should have circled all the letters because every verse tells you that your fi rst responsibility 
toward God is to love Him.
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Man

There is a children’s story about a famous wood carver who one day carved the fi gure of a little 
boy. It was a beautiful carving and the man called it Pinocchio. He was proud of his work but there 
was no way the carving could love him in return.

What would have happened if the carver had put a little talking-machine inside the wooden 
boy? Maybe he could have made the little fi gure move and say, “I love you.” Would that have 
satisfi ed the carver? Would he have been thrilled and said, “Now I know my carving loves me?” 
No, because that would not be an expression of love. It would be only a mechanical phrase with no 
real feeling.

The story says that somehow the wooden boy came alive. He had a mind of his own and when 
he would say, “I love you,” it did thrill the carver. Why? Because the wooden boy wasn’t forced to 
say it—he said it with love.

We know the story is just a fable, but it gives us a little picture of how God felt when He made 
man. He made him beautifully and, most important, with the power to make his own choices.

God made man, but not carved from a block of wood. How did He make him? What qualities 
did He put in man? In the last lesson we studied some of the qualities of God and our attitude 
toward Him. Now let’s look at how God made man and the responsibility He gave him.

In this lesson you will study . . .

Man’s Condition at Creation
Man’s Condition Now

This lesson will help you...

• State how and why God made man.

• Understand the cause of man’s sinful condition.

Lesson

3
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MAN’S CONDITION AT CREATION
Objective 1. State how man was made and identify a reason for his being created.

God created a beautiful world with trees, fl owers, and animals. The Bible says that God was 
pleased with what He saw. But it wasn’t complete. There were no people to enjoy and share that 
beauty.

Genesis 1:26-27 tells us:

Then God said, “And now we will make human beings; they will be like us and resemble us. 
They will have power over the fi sh, the birds, and all the animals, domestic and wild, large and 
small.” So God created human beings, making them like himself.

Man was different from the animals already created because he was made in God’s likeness. 
He was a glorious creation, perfect in body, soul, and spirit. Further details of the story are given 
in Genesis 2 where it tells how God formed man out of the soil of the ground. Then He breathed 
life-giving breath into man’s nostrils and the man began to live.

With life came responsibility. Man could make his own decisions. He could glorify God in his 
everyday living. Isaiah 43:7 gives us God’s words, “They are my own people, and I created them 
to bring me glory.”

The Bible says that in the cool of the evening God would walk and talk with man in the beautiful 
garden where they lived. God loved those fi rst people, Adam and Eve, and wanted their perfect 
fellowship to continue forever. But He knew it could not be perfect if it were forced, if Adam and 
Eve had no choice but to fellowship with Him.

Because God has the freedom to choose and He made man like Himself, He gave man the 
freedom to decide whether that fellowship should continue as it had—unbroken and beautiful. 
Perhaps Adam and Eve wanted to keep it that way, but they wanted some other things too. One day 
they would come to a place of having to decide what they wanted most of all.

1 Circle the letter in front of each TRUE statement.
a Man was made for God’s glory.
b God created man out of nothing.
c God’s breath made man a living soul.
d Man was created perfect in body, soul, and spirit.
e Man was created with a freedom to choose.

2 Memorize Revelation 4:11. After you have memorized it, fi ll in the blanks below.

Our ............................ and ............................! You are .............................................. to receive  
............................, ............................, and ............................. For you ................................. all 
things, and by your will they were given ........................................ and .............................

3 Choose the correct completion for the following statement. Man was made to be
a) oppressed and overworked.
b) forced into service to God.
c) a glory to God.
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MAN’S CONDITION NOW
Objective 2. Recognize the condition of man as a result of man’s fall.

What a joy the heart of God must have felt having communion with His creation. Then Adam 

and Eve chose to break that precious fellowship with God.

That is how man fell from his perfect state. He made the wrong choice and became sinful. 
Romans 5:19 says, “All people were made sinners as the result of the disobedience of one man.”

The justice of God could not ignore sin. God cannot lie and go against His word. He had said that 
disobedience would cause man to become mortal. Adam and Eve had to leave that paradise garden of 
Eden and be separated from the presence of God.

Man’s condition today is still sinful. Romans 3:23 says, “Everyone has sinned and is far away 
from God’s saving presence.” Man has never lost the ability to choose. Wrong choices still keep 
people away from God.

For these exercises, choose the answer that best completes each sentence. Circle the letter in front 
of your choice.

4 Zephaniah 3:17 says that when you are in communion with the Lord He
a) feels it is the least that you can do.
b) sings and is joyful over you.
c) knows man will soon disobey Him again.
d) will give you new life.

5 Job 8:3 says “God never twists justice; he never fails to do what is right.” Because of this God 
had to be true to His character and
a) man lost the ability to choose right or wrong.
b) carry out His word by punishing sin.
c) Adam and Eve had to leave the garden of Eden.
d) decided Adam and Eve hadn’t really understood His instructions.

6 Man’s condition now is one of
a) separation from God.
b) a sinful nature.
c) no responsibility for his sins.
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 1 a Man was made for God’s glory.
 c God’s breath made man a living soul.
 d Man was created perfect in body, soul, and spirit.
 e Man was created with a freedom to choose.

 4 b) sings and is joyful over you.
 d) will give you new life.

 2 Lord, God, worthy, glory, honor, power, created, existence, life.

 5 b) carry out His word by punishing sin.
 c) Adam and Eve had to leave the garden of Eden.

 3 c) a glory to God.

 6 a) separation from God.
 b) a sinful nature.
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Sin
Let’s imagine a friend has given you a palace full of beautiful things. It is yours to enjoy. The 

only request he makes is, “Please don’t jump from the tower because you will die.”

Then an enemy comes to your palace. He says, “Who told you not to jump? Go ahead. You’ll 
feel wonderful! You will know how it feels to fl y. You will be able to see your palace from a 
different view. Don’t worry about what happens when you hit bottom; just think about all the new 
things you’ll learn on the way down.”

Would you run to the top of your tower and jump? Of course not. It would be stupid to trust your 
enemy and do as he says.

Adam and Eve had a similar experience. God put them in a beautiful garden and made them 
masters over everything. He gave them permission to eat of every tree but one. Along came the 
enemy, Satan, who told them to eat the fruit of the tree anyway—that it wouldn’t hurt them. They 
trusted his word instead of God’s. How foolish!

As we studied in the previous lesson, man was made perfect but through disobedience sin entered 
his life. How would we defi ne sin? Did Adam bring it into the world? What is the punishment for 
sin? Is there any escape? The Bible verses in this lesson will give us the answers.

In this lesson you will study...

The Defi nition of Sin
The Origin of Sin
The Solution for Sin

This lesson will help you...

• Describe the nature and consequences of sin.

• Appreciate the work of Christ in removing man’s sin.

Lesson

4
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THE DEFINITION OF SIN
Objective 1. Recognize descriptions of sin.

Sin is disobeying God’s laws. It is saying to God, “I am more important than You. I don’t take 
Your Word as my fi nal authority.” Sin is rebellion.
“No one has a right to limit me,” you might say. “I’ll do what I please.” The limits God has set 
for us were made for one reason—our highest good. For instance, God knows that bitterness and 
hate can cause severe headaches; a desire for revenge can cause ulcers. These attitudes hurt other 
people 
too. God showed His love for us by setting certain limits, or laws, as protection. For us to go outside 
these limits is to sin. First John 3:4 says, “Whoever sins is guilty of breaking God’s law, because 
sin is a breaking of the law.”

“Is it all right then to do anything that doesn’t hurt me or others?” No, everything is lawful 
ONLY if it is inside the limits that God has set. We might think that something doesn’t hurt us or 
others and be mistaken in our belief. For example, there were parents who thought they shouldn’t 
obey God’s law of correcting their children because that would frustrate or confuse them. Now a 
recent magazine article informs us, “It’s time to discipline our children.” Man’s opinions change. 
For a while he thinks one thing won’t hurt us and later he says it will. The only safe conduct for us 
is obedience to the laws that God has set, whether we understand the reason for them or not.

For these exercises, choose the answer that best completes each sentence. Circle the letter in 
front of your choice.

1 Sin is
a) whatever you feel is wrong.
b) whatever others tell you is wrong.
c) being discovered doing something wrong.
d) rebellion and disobedience to God’s laws.

2 God set limits to man’s conduct because He
a) wanted to frustrate Adam and Eve.
b) doesn’t want man to enjoy himself or be free.
c) loves man and wants the best for him.

3 To step outside the limits God has set is
a) all right if no one gets hurt.
b) permissible as long as we are not discovered.
c) sometimes necessary to get us out of trouble.
d) never to be done.
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THE ORIGIN OF SIN
Objective 2. Identify statements showing how sin entered the world.

Satan tempted man to sin, and man yielded to that temptation. First John 3:8 says, “Whoever 
continues to sin belongs to the Devil, because the Devil has sinned from the very beginning.” It was 
Satan who tempted man to sin, but this does not free man from the blame. Man is responsible too.

Adam did not have to yield to temptation from Satan. We know that temptations do not come 
from God. James 1:13-14 tells us:

If a person is tempted by such trials, he must not say, “This temptation comes from God.” For 
God cannot be tempted by evil, and he himself tempts no one.

It is not sin to he tempted. Even Jesus was tempted by the devil. But it is sin to yield. How 
different the world would he if Adam had not yielded.

What happened to man when he sinned? God said that if he disobeyed he would die. He didn’t 
die immediately as we know death, but he immediately became mortal. Death began to work in his 
body, soul, and spirit.

Sin came into the world through one man, and his sin brought death with it. As a result, death 
has spread to the whole human race because everyone has sinned (Romans 5:12).

Yes, all people are sinners. “Everyone has sinned and is far away from God’s saving presence” 
(Romans 3:23).

The penalty for sin today is the same penalty that was given to Adam and Eve—death. Romans 
5:12 expresses it this way: “Death has spread to the whole human race.” In Romans 6:23 we read: 
“For sin pays its wage—death.” No, the sinner doesn’t physically die the moment he commits 
sin. Sometimes it even looks as though he prospers. But death is working there nevertheless, 
and eventually he will not only die physically but spiritually also. Spiritual death means eternal 
separation from God.

For these exercises, choose the answers that complete each sentence. Circle the letter in front 
of your choice.

4 Sin entered the world
a) through Satan who sinned from the beginning.
b) because Adam yielded to Satan’s temptation.
c) when Adam deliberately disobeyed God.

5 Since sin entered the world
a) Satan no longer has to tempt anyone.
b) everyone is a sinner and can be tempted.
c) there is both physical and spiritual death.
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THE SOLUTION FOR SIN
Objective 3. Explain how a sinner can escape the penalty of sin.

Do you remember the story that I told you at the beginning of this lesson? The person who 
jumps from the palace tower will surely die. But what if a friend was near and stretched out a strong 
net just below the window? If the one who jumped caught the net, his life could be saved.

God has given us a way to escape the punishment of sin which is spiritual death and everlasting 
separation from Him. The way is through accepting Jesus Christ as our Savior. In a future lesson 
we will learn the verses that tell us how to reach out and be saved. For now, it would be good to 
memorize two verses that show us how to escape the punishment of sin.

God has shown us how much he loves us—it was while we were still sinners that Christ died 
for us (Romans 5:8).

If we confess our sins to God, he will keep his promise and do what is right: he will forgive us 
our sins and purify us from all our wrongdoing (1 John 1:9).

6 Read 1 John 4:9-10 and fi ll in the blanks below.

And God showed his love for us by ............................ his ............................ into the world, so 
that we might have ............................ through ............................. This is what love is: it is not 
that we ............................ God, but that he ............................ us and sent ............................ to be 
the means by which our ............................ are ............................

7 Write a short completion for the following statement. A sinner can escape the penalty of sin 
only by ...............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................................
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 1 d) rebellion and disobedience to God’s laws.

 5 b) everyone is a sinner and can be tempted.
 c) there is both physical and spiritual death.

 2 c) loves man and wants the best for him.

 6 sending, only Son, life, him, have loved, loved, his Son, sins, forgiven.

 3 d) never to be done.

 7 accepting Jesus Christ as his Savior.

 4 a) through Satan who sinned from the beginning.
 b) because Adam yielded to Satan’s temptation.
 c) when Adam deliberately disobeyed God.
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Jesus Christ
“Yes, of course I believe in Jesus Christ,” said my new friend. “He was a great prophet, a man 

sent from God who gave us many teachings that we should follow.”

“That’s wonderful,” I replied, “but it’s not enough. You must not only believe that he was a great 
prophet, but that He is God. You must know Him as divine, as a Savior.”

This was diffi cult for my friend to accept. He had learned some things about Jesus but had never 
established communion with Him through reading His Word or through prayer. It was hard for him 
to believe that all men are sinners (as we studied in Lesson 4), or that there is an escape from sin.

He asked me many questions that day. Who is Jesus? How can He be human and divine at the 
same time? If He died, why do Christians say He is living? What is He doing now?

The best answers that I could fi nd were in the Bible, the Word of God. In this lesson we will look 
at those same questions and fi nd the answers that my friend wanted to know.

In this lesson you will study . . .

His Person
His Purpose
His Return

This lesson will help you...

• Explain who Jesus is.

• Understand the purpose of His fi rst coming and His future return.

Lesson

5
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HIS PERSON
Objective 1. Recognize biblical descriptions of Jesus.

Jesus Christ is the visible manifestation of God to man. He chose to become like men so that 
we would be able to understand Him better and learn His plan of salvation for us. This choosing to 
become like a man meant that Jesus would have two natures in One Person, both human and divine. 
Romans 1:3-4 says:

It is about his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ: as to his humanity, he was born a descendant of 
David; as to his divine holiness, he was shown with great power to be the Son of God by being 
raised from death.

To have a human nature, Jesus was born of a virgin named Mary.

The angel said to her, “Don’t be afraid, Mary; God has been gracious to you. You will become 
pregnant and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High God. The Lord God will make him a king, as his ancestor David 
was, and he will be the king of the descendants of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end!” 
(Luke 1:30-33).

The Word became a human being and, full of grace and truth, lived among us. We saw his glory, 
the glory which he received as the Father’s only Son (John 1:14).

Who is this Father mentioned in John 1:14? God is the Father of Jesus. Second Peter 1:17 tells 
us,

He was given honor and glory by God the Father, when the voice came to him from the Supreme 
Glory, saying, “This is my own dear Son, with whom I am pleased!”

The name “Jesus Christ” also tells us of His divinity. When the angel said that the baby’s name 
would he Jesus, it was for a very special reason. Jesus means Savior. Matthew 1:21 says, “She will 
have a son, and you will name him Jesus—because he will save his people from their sins.”

The name Christ has a special meaning too. It means “the anointed one” or “the Messiah.” 
Many years ago when a man was chosen to be king, oil was poured over his head as part of the 
ceremony. This pouring on of oil was called “anointing.” To call the Lord “Christ” or “the anointed 
one” meant that He was royalty. Messiah was the name the Jews gave to the king and deliverer for 
whom they waited. Simon Peter recognized Him as king and said, “You are the Messiah, the Son 
of the living God” (Matthew 16:16).

1 The sentences on the right are descriptive of Jesus. Read the Scriptures on the left. Then place 
the number of the description in front of each verse.
. . . .  a Philippians 2:7

. . . .  b John 10:17

. . . .  c Philippians 2:6

. . . .  d Galatians 4:4

. . . .  e Acts 4:12

1) God is His Father.
2) He was born of a woman.
3) He is the Savior.
4) He became like us.
5) He is divine and has the nature of God.



27

HIS PURPOSE

Objective 2. Identify statements showing why Jesus died on the cross and what He is doing today.

Jesus came into the world to save man from sin. Luke 19:10 says, “The Son of Man came to 
seek and to save the lost.” There was only one way He could save us—by giving His life. “The Son 
of man did not come to be served, but to serve and to give his life to redeem many people”  
(Mark 10:45).

Redeem means to set free, rescue, save, or deliver. This is a wonderful promise to all mankind. 
But why did Jesus have to die to redeem us? If we remember the story of Adam and Eve, we 
will recall that God had told them that sin is followed by death. God cannot go against His own 
judgment against sin. If there is sin, someone has to die. So Jesus Christ came to die in the sinner’s 
place. No one else could do it because He was the only one who could conquer death.

Yet it was not easy—even for our Lord. He, Who had been sitting on His throne with angels to 
carry out every command, Who created heavens and earth and man, became a servant. He permitted 
His creation to hurt Him, despise Him, and crucify Him on the cross of Calvary that they might be 
saved. In 1 Peter 1:18-19 we read:

You know what was paid to set you free . . . It was not something that can be destroyed, such as 
silver or gold: it was the costly sacrifi ce of Christ, who was like a lamb without defect or fl aw.

Are all men now saved since Jesus died for them? No, God never took away the privilege of 
choice. Each man still has to make his own decision. He has to accept Jesus as his personal Savior. 
Jesus said to His followers:

Go throughout the whole world and preach the gospel to all mankind. Whoever believes and is 
baptized will be saved: whoever does not believe will be condemned (Mark 16:15-16).

For God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not die but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to be its judge, 
but to be its savior. Whoever believes in the Son is not judged; but whoever does not believe has 
already been judged, because he has not believed in God’s only Son (John 3:16-18).

Jesus died for us. There would have been no hope of salvation for man, however, if He had 
remained in the grave.

Many religions have built shrines at the tombs of their leaders. Inside are the revered bones of 
their dead. But the tomb of Jesus is empty because of the miracle that took place three days after 
His crucifi xion. Jesus rose from the dead and was seen many times after his resurrection.

That he was buried and that he was raised to life three days later, as written in the Scriptures; 
that he appeared to Peter and then to all twelve apostles. Then he appeared to more than fi ve 
hundred of his followers at once, most of whom are still alive, although some have died. Then 
he appeared to James, and afterward to all the apostles (1 Corinthians 15:4-7).

Jesus’ resurrection is one evidence that points to His being the Son of God. Romans 1:4 says, 
“He (Jesus Christ) was shown with great power to be the Son of God by being raised from death.”

After he showed Himself to many people and spoke words of encouragement to them, he ascended 
into heaven. This, also, was no secret because he ascended while His disciples were watching.

Then he led them out of the city as far as Bethany, where he raised his hands and blessed them. 
As he was blessing them, he departed from them and was taken up into heaven (Luke 24:50-51).
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What is Jesus doing now? When He ascended He took His rightful place at the right hand of 
His Father. He talks to His Father about our needs. Let’s look at three verses that tell what He is 
doing now.

“We have such a High Priest, who sits at the right of the throne of the Divine Majesty in heaven” 
(Hebrews 8:1).

“If anyone does sin, we have someone who pleads with the Father on our behalf—Jesus Christ, 
the righteous one” (1 John 2:1).

“And so he is able, now and always, to save those who come to God through him, because he 
lives forever to plead with God for them” (Hebrews 7:25).

How wonderful that the costly price has been paid for our redemption! After dying on the cross, 
rising from the grave, and ascending to be with His Father, He does not forget us. He is interested 
in us every day and wants to help us whenever we will allow Him to do so.

2 Circle the letter in front of each TRUE completion for the following statement. Jesus Christ died 
on the cross to
a) redeem us.
b) take our place in the death we deserve.
c) provide salvation for everyone who believes in Him as Savior.
d) to give us eternal life

3 Read Luke 24:46-47. Verse 46 tells us of Jesus’ crucifi xion and resurrection. Verse 47 tells us 
why He had to die and rise again. What is the reason that verse 47 gives?

.............................................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................................

4 Circle the letter in front of the correct answer for the following question. According to the 
Scripture, what is Jesus doing now? He is
a) concerning Himself with other creations.
b) pleading with the Father about our needs.
c) deciding who will have eternal life and who will not.
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HIS RETURN
Objective 3. State at least fi ve events that will take place at the time of the Rapture.

Jesus Christ will come back to earth again. We call this His Second Coming. The Bible tells us 
that before this takes place His church (all who have ever believed on Him) is caught up to meet 
Him in the air. This is called the Rapture. Sometime after the rapture He will come to earth again 
and establish His kingdom.

Believers look forward to the Rapture because then we will be caught up to meet the Lord and 
to be with Him forever. Acts 1:11 says, “This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will 
come back in the same way that you saw him go to heaven.” I Thessalonians 4:16-17 also states:

There will be the shout of command, the archangel’s voice, the sound of God’s trumpet, and the 
Lord himself will come down from heaven. Those who have died believing in Christ will rise to 
life fi rst; then we who are living at that time will be gathered up along with them in the clouds 
to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will always be with the Lord.

We will learn more about the Rapture and other future events when we study Lesson 10.

5 Circle the letter in front of the following statements that are TRUE.
a Jesus will come back to earth again.
b The Second Coming is the same as the Rapture.
c The earthly kingdom of the Lord is established at the Rapture.
d All those who believe in Christ will go to meet Him in the air.

6 Read 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 again. State at least fi ve events that will happen when the Rapture 
takes place.

a) .......................................................................................................................................................

b) .......................................................................................................................................................

c) .......................................................................................................................................................

d) .......................................................................................................................................................

e) .......................................................................................................................................................
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 1 a 4) He became like us.
 b 1) God is His Father.
 c 5) He is divine and has the nature of God.
 d 2) He was born of a woman.
 e 3) He is the Savior.

 4 b) pleading with the Father about our needs.

 2 You should circle all the completions. They all are TRUE.

 5 a Jesus will come back to earth again.
 d All those who believe in Christ will go to meet Him in the air.

 3 That in His name the message of redemption and forgiveness of sins must be preached to all 
nations.

 6 You could write any fi ve of the following:
 a) a shout of command.
 b) sound of God’s trumpet.
 c) Lord comes down.
 d) dead in Christ shall rise.
 e) living believers shall rise.
 f) we’ll meet the Lord in the air.
 g) be eternally with the Lord.

for your notes
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Salvation
I was sitting in her little house when 95-year-old Amelia told me how she came to accept Jesus 

as her Savior.

Many years before she had stood at the doorway of a church in Latin America. She was afraid 
to enter, but listened intently as the preacher said, “Jesus is your Savior. He will save you from your 
sins. When you are in need, call on Jesus.”

That day she walked back up the hill and when she entered her room she heard a rustle. 
Suddenly, before she could run, a large boa constrictor snake wrapped itself around her. She could 
see the large head in front of her face as it began to squeeze. She remembered the preacher’s words 
and in desperation she cried out, “Jesus, save me! Jesus, save me” The snake loosened its coils, fell 
from her and slithered out of the room.

Needless to say, that day Amelia not only thanked the Lord Jesus for saving her physically, but 
asked Him to save her spiritually as well.

The same Lord Jesus that saved Amelia can save you. Let’s study about this precious salvation 
and what you can do to obtain it.

In this lesson you will study . .

Defi nition of Salvation
Initiation into Salvation
Results of Salvation

This lesson will help you...

• Describe what salvation means.

• Apply the principles of salvation to your life.

• Evaluate your life in the light of the expected results of salvation.

Lesson

6
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DEFINITION OF SALVATION
Objective 1. Recognize the biblical defi nition of salvation.
One day a young man from a university said to me, “There are many roads to salvation and 
heaven. Sincerity is the key to reaching heaven. You may believe whatever you wish as long as you 
are sincere.”

Was he right? Is being sincere enough? Or can a person be sincerely mistaken?

The Bible is very clear in saying that freedom from sin comes only through Jesus Christ, 
Revelation 1:5 says, He [Jesus Christ] loves us, and by his death he has freed us from our sins.

Acts 4:12 states: “Salvation is to be found through him [Christ] alone; in all the world there is no 
one else whom God has given who can save us.”

So, in defi ning salvation we can say that it is pardon from sin, but we must add “through the 
death of Jesus Christ.”

Who needs this salvation? As we previously studied, everyone has sinned and been sentenced 
to eternal death or separation from God. Ezekiel 18:4 says, “The person who sins is the one who 
will die.” And in Romans 3:23 we read, “Everyone has sinned and is far away from God’s saving 
presence.” All mankind is in need of forgiveness of sin and pardon through Jesus Christ.

1 Circle the letter in front of the verses that tell us that salvation comes through Jesus Christ
a) Luke 19:10
b) Romans 5:8
c) Romans 1:16
d) Galatians 1:4

2 Choose the answer that best completes this sentence. Salvation means
a) being sincere in whatever we believe.
b) freedom from sin through Jesus Christ.

3 Circle the letter in front of the following statements which are TRUE.
a Only those who harm others need salvation.
b There are many roads to God and heaven.
c Good men will be saved.

INITIATION INTO SALVATION
Objective 2. Identify statements showing the basis for salvation.

A few years after the resurrection of Jesus, the writer of Acts tells the story of a jailer who was 
very frightened because there had been an earthquake and he thought some of his prisoners were 
escaping. Two of them, Paul and Silas, were followers of Christ.

Paul and Silas quickly assured the jailer that no prisoners were getting away. Then the jailer, 
seeing that God had worked a miracle, asked how he could be saved. The answer the believers gave 
him was very simple. It is found in Acts 16:31, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved.” 
So the fi rst step that must be taken to enter salvation is to believe in the Lord Jesus.
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In what way must we believe? Again the Bible has the answer. It says that we must accept Him 
as our Lord and Savior, and depend on Him to take us to heaven.

These have been written in order that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, 
and that through your faith in him you may have life (John 20:31).

When we accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior we must also turn from sin. We must repent and 
ask God, for Jesus’ sake, to forgive us and make us clean. If we ask Him to do this, we must also 
trust that He does forgive and cleanse us. Remember 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins to God, 
he will keep his promise and do what is right: he will forgive us our sins and purify us from all our 
wrongdoing.”

This acceptance of Jesus as Lord and Savior is done simply by talking to Him as you would to 
a friend. If you have never taken this step, just tell God that you want to accept the forgiveness He 
offers. Perhaps you could say in your own words something like:

“Dear Father,

I recognize that I am a sinner.

I’m sorry for my sin and ask your forgiveness.

Cleanse me and keep me from all wrongdoing.

I accept the sacrifi ce of Your Son, Jesus who died for me.

I take Him now as my Lord and Savior.

Thank you. Amen.”

Once you have sincerely prayed this, you can trust that your sins are forgiven! You can praise 
and thank God that you belong to Him, that you are His child.

For these exercises, choose the answer that best completes each sentence. Circle the letter in 
front of your choice.

4 Read Romans 1:16. It says that salvation is for everyone that
a) lives according to the rules.
b) believes.
c) is wealthy.

5 According to Acts 16:31 and John 20:31, belief for salvation must be in the
a) Lord Jesus.
b) disciples who were saints.
c) traditions of your church.

RESULTS OF SALVATION
Objective 3. Recognize fi ve results of salvation.

What happens to you when you accept salvation? A defi nite spiritual change, a transformation, 
takes place. Sometimes this is called a change of heart. Second Corinthians 7:10 says, “For the 
sadness that is used by God brings a change of heart that leads to salvation.” 
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Second Corinthians  5:17 tells us, “When anyone is joined to Christ, he is a new being; the old is 
gone, the new has come.” This change can be seen in several ways. Sometimes a person’s attitude 
toward life changes from sad to happy, or perhaps he now loves someone he couldn’t love before.

There can also be physical transformations. Those who have been bound by habits such as 
alcoholism can be set free. The Lord is powerful to make any changes necessary in the person who 
now believes on Him.

To accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior also means to be born into the family of God. This is 
what Jesus meant when He said in John 3:3 that we should be “born again.”

John 1:12-13 says:

Some, however, did receive him and believed in him; so he gave them the right to become God’s 
children. They did not become God’s children by natural means, that is, by being born as the 
children of a human father; God himself was their Father.

The Bible also speaks of adoption which brings out a similar relationship. By adoption we are 
received into God’s family. God makes us His children, giving us all the rights of inheritance that 
belong to the sons of God.

God’s Spirit joins himself to our spirits to declare that we are God’s children. Since we are his 
children, we will possess the blessings he keeps for his people, and we will also possess with 
Christ what God has kept for him: for if we share in Christ’s suffering we will also share his 
glory (Romans 8:16-17).

Being in the family of God is special. This is why you will hear Christians call each other 
“brother” or “sister.” This is a way of saying, “We belong to the same family.”

Can we be sure of our salvation? One day a young woman asked for prayer. She told me that 
when she accepted Christ as her Savior she had felt so wonderful, so full of joy. Now she didn’t feel 
that way and wanted to know why she had “lost her salvation.” We know that we are not saved by 
feeling, but by taking God at His Word.

If we have met the conditions that the Bible gives us for salvation, we must believe we are 
saved no matter what we feel. The Holy Spirit can speak this assurance to our hearts also. We can 
fi nd reassurance from our brothers and sisters in Christ, too, like my friend did the day she came 
to me.

“We know that we have left death and come over into life: we know it because we love our 
brothers” (1 John 3:14).

Perhaps you have heard Christians use the words justifi cation and sanctifi cation. What do these 
mean?

Justifi cation is being free from sin, made righteous. It is a result of salvation. God forgives our 
sin, takes away all guilt and says that we are now righteous—just as if we had never done anything 
wrong. Romans 5:1 tells us, “Now that we have been put right with God through faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Being put right with God is justifi cation.

Sanctifi cation means being made holy, that is, clean from sin and dedicated to God.

May the God who gives us peace make you holy in every way and keep your whole being—
spirit, soul, and body—free from every fault at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ  
(1 Thessalonians 5:23).
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God wants all Christians to be sanctifi ed, made holy. “God wants you to be holy and completely 
free from sexual immorality” (1 Thessalonians 4:3). “Try to be at peace with everyone, and try 
to live a holy life, because no one will see the Lord without it” (Hebrews 12:14).

There is another point that should be touched upon while talking of the results of Jesus’ death 
on the cross. This is divine healing. Divine healing was included in the benefi ts Jesus bought for 
us on Calvary.

People brought to Jesus many who had demons in them. Jesus drove out the evil spirits with a 
word and healed all who were sick. He did this to make come true what the prophet Isaiah had 
said, “He himself took our sickness and carried away our diseases” (Matthew 8:16-17).

“We are healed by the punishment he suffered, made whole by the blows he received” (Isaiah 
53:5). Divine healing is the supernatural power of God bringing health to the human body. James 
5:14-15 tells us how we can claim this healing:

Is there anyone who is sick? He should send for the church elders, who will pray for him and 
rub olive oil on him in the name of the Lord. This prayer made in faith will heal the sick person; the 
Lord will restore him to health, and the sins he has committed will be forgiven.

6 Circle the letters in front of the correct answers to this question. Which of the following are 
results of salvation?
a) Transformation
b) Adoption or “being born again”
c) Justifi cation
d) Sanctifi cation
e) Access to divine healing

7 Read the words in the left column. Write in front of each the number of the defi nition in the right 
column that matches it.

. . . .  a Transformation

. . . .  b Sanctifi cation

. . . .  c Justifi cation

. . . .  d Divine healing

. . . .  e Adoption

1) Being made holy
2) Health by supernatural means
3) A complete change
4) Becoming part of God’s family
5) Being made righteous
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 1 You should circle all the letters because each of the references tells us that salvation comes 
through Jesus Christ.

 5 a) Lord Jesus.

 2 b) freedom from sin through Jesus Christ.

 6 You should circle all the letters because they are all results of salvation.

 3 You should NOT circle any of the choices. NONE of them are true.

 7 a 3) A complete change.
 b 1) Being made holy.
 c 5) Being made righteous.
 d 2) Health by supernatural means.
 e 4) Becoming part of God’s family.

 4 b) believes.
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The Holy Spirit
The disciples knew that Jesus was going away. He had told them so. At fi rst it didn’t sound 

like good news and their hearts were troubled. They loved Jesus; they had walked three years with 
Jesus. How could they live without Him?

Jesus read their hearts and He assured them that it was best for them that He return to His Father 
in heaven. His Father would send the Holy Spirit (part of the Trinity we read about in lesson 2) and 
they would never be left alone.

God’s Spirit wouldn’t be felt in just one country, or minister to just one race of people—but over 
the whole earth. On the Day of Pentecost Peter spoke to the crowd representing at least 15 different 
language groups. Acts 2:16-17 tells us what he said: “This is what the prophet Joel spoke about: 
This is what I will do in the last days, God says: I will pour out my Spirit on everyone.”

In Lesson 6 we studied about salvation. Did you know that we are brought to salvation through 
the work of the Holy Spirit? Let’s study about the Holy Spirit and His work in us.

In this lesson you will study . . .

The Person of the Holy Spirit
The Work of the Holy Spirit

This lesson will help you . . .

• Describe the person of the Holy Spirit.

• Explain the work of the Holy Spirit in salvation.

• Understand the work of the Holy Spirit in your life.

Lesson

7
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THE PERSON OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
Objective 1. Describe who the Holy Spirit is and state at least fi ve of His qualities.
The Holy Spirit is God. He is the third Person in the Godhead, called the Holy Trinity. Like the 
Father and the Son, He also has other names. Some are the Holy Ghost, the Spirit of God, the 
Spirit of Truth, the Comforter. Matthew 28:19 mentions all three Persons. “Go, then, to all 
peoples everywhere and make them my disciples: baptize them in the name of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit.”

The Holy Spirit is like God the Father. He is eternal, all-powerful, all-knowing, and everywhere. 
He works together with the Father and the Son and was with them at Creation. Let’s look at some 
verses that tell us about the Holy Spirit.

“Through the eternal Spirit he offered himself as a perfect sacrifi ce to God”  
(Hebrews 9:14).

“The Spirit searches everything, even the hidden depths of God’s purposes”  
(1 Corinthians 2:10).

“God’s spirit made me and gave me life” (Job 33:4).

The Holy Spirit moved on prophets and priests in Old Testament times. He helped men and 
women to serve God. Of Joseph who was sold as a slave into Egypt it was said, “We will never fi nd 
a better man than Joseph, a man who has God’s spirit in him” (Genesis 41:38).

1 The Holy Spirit is the ............................. Person of the ..............................  He works together 
with the ............................. and the ............................. and has been on earth since ..........................
............................

2 Read the following Scriptures. By each write the quality or characteristic of the Holy Spirit that 
the verse mentions.

a Romans 15:13................................................................................................................................

b Hebrews 10:15 ..............................................................................................................................

c 1 Peter 4:14 ...................................................................................................................................

d 1 John 5:6 ......................................................................................................................................

e John 14:26 .....................................................................................................................................

THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
Objective 2. Identify six functions of the Holy Spirit mentioned in the Bible.

The Holy Spirit plays an essential part in our salvation. He shows us how wrong our sins are and 
helps us accept Jesus as our Savior. He changes our lives.

And when he comes [the Holy Spirit], he will prove to the people of the world that they are 
wrong about sin and about what is right and about God’s judgment (John 16:8).
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“I am telling you the truth,” replied Jesus, “that no one can enter the Kingdom of God unless 
he is born of water and the Spirit. A person is born physically of human parents, but he is born 
spiritually of the Spirit” (John 3:5-6).

The Holy Spirit dwells in every believer. He enters the heart when conversion takes place. “To 
show you that you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who cries 
out, ‘Father, my Father’” (Galatians 4:6). Romans 8:9 says further, “Whoever does not have the 
Spirit of Christ does not belong to Him.” If we belong to the family of God, His Spirit dwells within 
us.

For the Spirit that God has given you does not make you slaves and cause you to be afraid; 
instead, the Spirit makes you God’s children, and by the Spirit’s power we cry out to God, 
“Father! my Father!” (Romans 8:15-16).

We have talked about the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and we may also have the infi lling of the 
Holy Spirit which occurs after conversion. It is sometimes, called the Baptism in the Holy Spirit. 
Not every believer is baptized in the Holy Spirit, but it is an experience God wants all His children 
to have.

He [Jesus] has been raised to the right side of God, his Father, and has received from him the 
Holy Spirit, as he had promised. What you now see and hear is his gift that he has poured out 
on us (Acts 2:33).

Peter said unto them, “Each one of you must turn away from his sins and be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ, so that your sins will be forgiven; and you will receive God’s gift, the 
Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38).

The Holy Spirit is our Comforter, our Helper. He teaches, gives us love and fellowship, 
and guides us into truth. He has fruit for us, like joy, peace, patience, humility and self-control 
(Galatians 5:22) and spiritual gifts with which to minister unto the Lord and to our fellowman (1 
Corinthians 12:4-7).

3 Circle the letter in front of the following statements that are TRUE.
a The Holy Spirit is present in every believer.
b The Holy Spirit guides us toward salvation.
c Conversion and baptism in the Holy Spirit are the same.
d The Holy Spirit declares us children of God.

4 Read the Scripture references on the left. Write in front of each the number of the work of the 
Spirit listed on the right that is mentioned in the reference.

. . . .  a Isaiah 11:2

. . . .  b Ezekiel 36:27

. . . .  c Joel 2:28

. . . .  d Luke 12:12

. . . .  e Micah 3:8

. . . .  f John 16:13

1) Gives power
2) Teaches
3) Reveals the truth
4) Gives wisdom, knowledge, and skill
5) Gives prophecies, dreams, and visions
6) Causes you to keep God’s laws
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 1 third
 Trinity.
 Father
 Son
 creation.

 3 a True.
 b True.
 c False.
 d True.

 2 a Power.
 b Witness.
 c Glorious.
 d Truth.
 e Helper.

 4 a 4) Gives wisdom, knowledge, and skill.
 b 6) Causes you to keep God’s laws.
 c 5) Gives prophecies, dreams, and visions.
 d 2) Teaches.
 e 1) Gives power.
 f 3) Reveals the truth.

for your notes
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The Church
There are beautiful buildings and cathedrals, humble adobe missions and huts that have on them 

the name “Church.” They have steeples and crosses, bells and towers that have their own way of 
announcing to passers-by, “This is a church.” These man-made structures are churches in one sense 
of the word, but the church spoken of in the New Testament is something more.

The church in its larger sense is made up of all believers. It is called the body of Christ. God 
dwells among these believers by His Spirit. In Lesson 7 we studied about the Holy Spirit and some 
of His functions. One of the functions we did not mention is that He unites the church. Ephesians 4:
3 says, “Do your best to preserve the unity which the Spirit gives by means of the peace that binds 
you together.”

In this lesson we will study what the church is, what it should be doing. and what is going to 
happen to it. Again, it is the Bible that will give us the right answers.

In this lesson you will study . . .

Its Names
Its Ordinances
Its Mission
Its Future

This lesson will help you...

• Describe Christ’s church.

• Be committed to the mission given the church.

• Explain future functions of the church.

Lesson

8
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ITS NAMES
Objective 1. List several names for the church.

When you hear the words body, building, bride, family, do they suggest something in common? 
All relate to people and in biblical language these words refer to a specifi c group of people—those 
who make up God’s family.

The church is compared to a body of which Christ is the head. Colossians 1:18 says, “He is the 
head of his body, the church; he is the source of the body’s life.”

God put all things under Christ’s feet and gave him to the church as supreme Lord over all 
things. The church is Christ’s body, the completion of him who himself completes all things 
everywhere (Ephesians 1:22-23).

“All of you are Christ’s body, and each one is a part of it” (1 Corinthians 12:27). The Bible also 
likens the church to a building, a temple dedicated to the Lord.

You, too, are built upon the foundation laid by the apostles and prophets, the cornerstone being 
Christ Jesus himself. He is the one who holds the whole building together and makes it grow 
into a sacred temple dedicated to the Lord. In union with him you too are being built together 
with all the others into a place where God lives through His Spirit (Ephesians 2:20-22).

Another name given to the church is the bride of Christ. The Bible calls Jesus the Lamb and 
states that the church is the bride that will he married to Him. Revelation 21:9 says, “Come, and 
I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.” “For the time has come for the wedding of 
the Lamb, and his bride has prepared herself for it” (Revelation 19:7). Christ is compared to the 
husband and the church to the wife in Ephesians 5:25. “Husbands, love your wives just as Christ 
loved the church and gave his life for it.”

As you read the Bible you will fi nd other comparisons. The important thing to remember is 
that the church is made up of all those who are truly born-again followers of Christ. It’s a growing 
group, “praising God, and enjoying the good will of all the people. And everyday the Lord added to 
their group those who were being saved” (Acts 2:47).

1 Read the references listed below and write beside each the title it gives to the church.

a Colossians 1:24 .............................................................................................................................

b 1 Peter 5:2 .....................................................................................................................................

c 1 Corinthians 3:9 ...........................................................................................................................

d Ephesians 2:19 ..............................................................................................................................
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ITS ORDINANCES
Objective 2. Name the two ordinances of the church.

Now that we know who the church is, it is important to understand its ordinances. An ordinance 
is a rule made by an authority. The ordinances of the church are water baptism and communion, 
which we also call the Lord’s Supper.

Jesus Himself instituted these two ordinances. His fi nal command to all his disciples was, “Go, 
then, to all peoples everywhere and make them my disciples: baptize them in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). Water baptism has a special signifi cance:

For when you were baptized, you were buried with Christ, and in baptism you were also 
raised with Christ through your faith in the active power of God, who raised him from death 
(Colossians 2:12).

As a believer you will want to be water baptized as a testimony of your new life in Christ. You 
will also want to take part in communion.

Communion, the Lord’s Supper, or the Last Supper, was the last meeting Jesus had with the 
12 disciples before he was arrested by the Roman soldiers. We take communion to commemorate 
Jesus’ death. “This means that every time you eat and drink from this cup you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes” (1 Corinthians 11:26).

For I received from the Lord the teaching that I had passed on to you: that the Lord Jesus, on the 
night he was betrayed, took the bread, gave thanks to God, broke it, and said, “This is my body, 
which is for you. Do this in memory of me.” In the same way, after the supper he took the cup 
and said, “This is God’s new covenant, sealed with my blood. Whenever you drink it, do so in 
memory of me” (1 Corinthians 11:23-25).

2 What are the two ordinances of the church as given by Jesus?

......................................................................................................

......................................................................................................

3 Choose the answer that best completes this sentence. According to Matthew 28:19, the 
ordinance of water baptism is for
a) anyone born into a Christian family.
b) those who have believed and are following Christ.
c) joining a church.
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4 Circle the letter in front of each statement that completes the sentence correctly. Holy 
Communion is
a) an ordinance of the church.
b) eating the body and blood of Christ.
c) remembering the sacrifi ce of Jesus.
d) for every believer.

ITS MISSION
Objective 3. Identify the mission of the church.

The mission of the church is to preach the gospel to all mankind. Jesus himself gave this 
commission before He went back to His Father.

Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, and said to them, “This is what is 
written: the Messiah must suffer and must rise from death three days later, and in his name the 
message about repentance and the forgiveness of sins must be preached to all nations, beginning 
in Jerusalem” (Luke 24:45-47).

5 Circle the letter in front of each statement that completes the sentence correctly. The mission of 
the church is to
a) tell of Jesus’ suffering and death.
b) preach repentance and forgiveness of sin.
c) tell of Jesus in every nation.

ITS FUTURE
Objective 4. Select statements describing the future of the church.

Christ loved the church and gave his life for it. For what purpose?

He did this to dedicate the church to God by his word, after making it clean by washing it in 
water, in order to present the church to himself in all its beauty—pure and faultless, without spot 
or wrinkle or any other imperfection. (Ephesians 5:26-27).

The church will be praising God both in heaven and on earth where they will reign with 
Christ.

You have made them a kingdom of priests to serve our God, and they shall rule on earth… And 
I heard every creature in heaven, on earth, in the world below, and in the sea—all living beings 
in the universe—and they were singing. “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb, be 
praise and honor, glory and might, forever and ever!” (Revelation 5:10, 13).
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6 Circle the letter in front of the following statements that are TRUE.
a There will be nothing to do throughout eternity.
b The church will be with Christ forever.
c The church will serve God as priests and rulers on earth.
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 1 a His body.
 b Flock.
 c Field, building.
 d Fellow-citizens, God’s people, family of God.

 4 You should have circled a), c), and d). Answer b) is not correct because we do not actually eat 
the body and drink the blood of Jesus. Bread and wine are symbols of His body and blood.

 2 Water baptism and communion (or the Lord’s Supper).

 5 You should have circled all of the letters because all are correct.

 3 b) those who have believed and are following Christ.

 6 b True.
 c True.

Now that you have completed the fi rst unit, you are ready to answer the questions in your student 
report for UNIT ONE. Review the previous lessons, then follow the instructions in your student 
report for fi lling out the answer sheet. Send your answer sheet to the address given on the second 
page of the study guide 
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The Spirit World
“The spirit who is in you is more powerful than the spirit in those who belong to the world” 
(1 John 4:4).

Marina was a teenager when she became a spiritist medium. When I met her, she was 25 and 
already bound by Satan and evil spirits. The fi rst three weeks of those months that several other 
believers and I lived with Marina and her husband were a time of terrible spiritual battle.

Every evening we laid hands on Marina, praying for her deliverance. The evil spirits tried to kill 
her and also to harm us, but they couldn’t. We resisted the satanic forces and pleaded the protection 
of the blood of Jesus. Slowly the evil spirits left. The power of God was greater and soon Marina 
was completely free! She could tell everyone, “Greater is God that is in me, than Satan or any evil 
spirit in the world!”

Marina became a member of God’s family, part of the church that we have just studied about. 
Only God controlled her and only the Holy Spirit lived in her.

Perhaps you, too, have seen the power of Satan working. But you don’t have to be afraid. The 
power of God is greater! In this lesson we will learn about the forces of the spirit world and the 
protection that we as believers have in Christ.

In this lesson you will study...

Satan and Evil Spirits
Angels

This lesson will help you...

• Explain who Satan is and what is his destiny.

• Know the difference between good and bad angels.

• Be aware of the benefi t that good angels are to believers.

Lesson

9
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SATAN AND EVIL SPIRITS
Objective 1. State who Satan is and what is his destiny and that of his evil spirits.

Satan is a wicked angel who was cast out of heaven because he wanted to exalt himself above 
God. Isaiah 14:14-15 says:

You said you would climb to the tops of the clouds and be like the Almighty. But instead, you 
have been brought down to the deepest part of the world of the dead.

The bad angels who followed him met a like fate: “God did not spare the angels who sinned, 
but threw them into hell” (2 Peter 2:4). Jesus said, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven” 
(Luke 10:18).

Satan (sometimes-called Lucifer or the devil) tries to turn men and women away from serving 
the living God. First Peter 5:8 warns us, “Be alert, be on watch! Your enemy, the Devil, roams 
around like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour.”

Evil spirits work with Satan to hurt and destroy people. Matthew 8:28-34 tells of two men 
who were driven insane because evil spirits or demons possessed them. But the power of God has 
always been greater than the power of the devil. Jesus showed that power by casting the demons 
out of the men.

When evening came, people brought to Jesus many who had demons in them. Jesus drove out 
the evil spirits with a word and healed all who were sick. He did this to make come true what 
the prophet Isaiah had said, “He himself took our sickness and carried away our diseases” 
(Matthew 8:16-17).

Revelation 20:1-3 tells us that when Christ comes to set up His kingdom on earth, Satan will 
be bound for a thousand years. After this he will be set free for a while and then be cast into hell 
forever.

Then the Devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of fi re and sulfur, where the beast 
and the false prophet had already been thrown; and they will be tormented day and night forever 
and ever (Revelation 20:10).

When you are faced by temptations from Satan or are in danger because of evil spirits, you can 
stand against him. James 4:7 says, “Resist the Devil, and he will run away from you.” One way to 
resist the devil is to say it out loud. You could say something like this: “I resist the devil. He has no 
power over me because I am a child of God. I am covered and protected by the blood of Jesus that 
has overcome Satan and all his evil angels.”

“Our brothers won the victory over him by the blood of the Lamb and by the truth which they 
proclaimed” (Revelation 12:11).

As we will study in the next section, God sends His angels to be of service to you. You have 
nothing to fear if you are a child of God!

1 For the ............................ that God has given us does not make us ............................; instead, 

............................ ............................ fi lls us, with ............................, ............................

and ............................. 2 Timothy 1:7.
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2 Circle the letter in front of each TRUE statement about Satan and evil spirits.
a Satan is like a roaring lion wanting to hurt Christian believers.
b Evil spirits are just imagined by people who don’t know better.
c Satan and evil spirits are overcome by the blood that Jesus shed on the cross.
d If a believer resists the devil, the devil cannot harm him.

3 Read Matthew 25:41. What has been prepared for the devil and his angels?

.............................................................................................................................................................

ANGELS
Objective 2. Identify three functions of angels.

“What are angels, then? They are spirits who serve God and are sent by him to help those who 
are to receive salvation” (Hebrews 1:14).

Have you heard about guardian angels? They are real. The Bible says, “God will put his angels 
in charge of you to protect you wherever you go” (Psalm 91:11).

Angels have many functions, the fi rst of which is to serve God, their Creator. Angels worship 
God at all times. Nehemiah 9:6 states, “The heavenly powers bow down and worship you.” They 
do not act on their own, but are under Christ’s authority. First Peter 3:22 tells us that Jesus “has 
gone to heaven and is at the right side of God, ruling over all angels and heavenly authorities and 
powers.”

Angels participated in the giving of the old law (Galatians 3:19) and later sang over the Judean 
hills, announcing the birth of Jesus (Luke 2:13-14). We have all heard their song, singing their 
words over every glad Christmas.

They ministered to Jesus while He was here on earth. Luke 4:11 tells us that after his temptation 
in the wilderness, angels helped him. When Jesus prayed in agony in the Garden of Gethsemane, 
an angel came to strengthen Him.

The Bible tells us that angels minister to us as well. Though they aren’t often seen, they watch 
over us—keeping us, and protecting us from danger. We have no way of knowing the accidents and 
other kinds of trouble that we have been spared because of their ministry in our behalf.

Yet we know they have been sent to help us because the Bible says so. Examples also are given 
to encourage us to believe. Paul tells how an angel visited him and he in turn encouraged those on 
the ship to believe they would live (Acts 27:22-25).

First Kings 19:5 tells us that an angel brought food to the prophet Elijah when he was so tired 
he thought he would die. And an angel freed the apostle Peter from prison when he was being 
persecuted for the gospel’s sake (Acts 12:17).

Whether angels are seen or whether they are invisible, we know they are sent to minister to us. 
How comforting to know they are ready to do whatever God tells them.
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As we have already learned, they do not act except under divine authority. Nor do they accept 
praise. John the Beloved was so overwhelmed with a message given him by an angel that he fell 
down and began to worship him. But the angel stopped him. “‘Don’t do it!’ he said, ‘I am a fellow 
servant of yours and of your brothers, all those who hold to the truth that Jesus revealed. Worship 
God!’” (Revelation 19:10).

You must not worship angels, but you can give them cause for rejoicing. If you have given your 
life to Christ, you have already given them joy. Jesus said, “I tell you, the angels of God rejoice over 
one sinner who repents” (Luke 15:10). As a child of God, you can count on their continued help.

4 Read the following verses and beside each one write the function of the angels mentioned in 
that verse.

a Hebrews 1:6 .......................................................

b Acts 8:26 ............................................................

c Psalm 91:11 ........................................................

5 Draw a circle around the correct completion to this sentence. Angels
a) are beings to be worshipped.
b) can act or speak without God’s authority.
c) are servants of God and help God’s children.

 1 Spirit, timid, his Spirit, power, love, self-control.

 4 a Worship God.
 b God’s messenger.
 c Protect.

 2 a Satan is like a roaring lion wanting to hurt Christian believers.
 c Satan and evil spirits are overcome by the blood that Jesus shed on the cross.
 d If a believer resists the devil, the devil cannot harm him.

 5 c) are servants of God and help God’s children.

 3 Eternal fi re.
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The Future
Everyone is interested in the future. Books, both good and bad, have been written about what 

people think is going to happen. Scientists and government leaders are asked for their ideas about 
what lies ahead for their nation.

People have always been anxious about the future, consulting tea leaves, horoscopes, crystal 
balls and other forms of “fortune-telling.” One day a lady came running to me, asking if she could 
read my palm and tell me my future. She was quite surprised when I told her that I had a little book 
that told me my future—and it told her future too! Then I gave her a copy of the New Testament.

The Bible is the one source of true predictions. Through His Word God gives us all that we 
need to know. There is no need to “read” tea leaves, or tarot cards. In fact, these and other forms of 
“magic” are forbidden by God.
If you have wondered about your future and about what will happen when Jesus comes again, you 
will be interested in studying this lesson. We 

will study about future judgments and the time of the Lord’s coming. Even the angels we studied 
about in the last lesson are interested in knowing when the Lord will return to earth. Let’s look into 
the Bible and see what it says about our future!

In this lesson you will study...

The Rapture of Believers
The Earthly Rule of Jesus
The Judgment of Unbelievers

This lesson will help you...

• Explain when and for whom the Rapture will occur.

• Defi ne Millennium and the Great White Throne Judgment.

• Look forward with expectation to an eternity with Christ.

Lesson

10
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THE RAPTURE OF BELIEVERS
Objective 1. Describe and identify events surrounding the Rapture.

In Lesson 5 we studied the meaning of the word Rapture. It refers to the future coming of the 
Lord when He will meet His church in the air. No one can tell us when the Rapture will take place 
because only God the Father knows.

“No one knows, however, when that day and hour will come—neither the angels in heaven nor 
the Son; the Father alone knows” (Matthew 24:36).

But there are signs telling us that the Rapture is drawing near. Jesus said that just before His 
return there would be an increase in worldliness, wickedness, and violence. False christs and false 
prophets would arise; there would be earthquakes, famine, and pestilence. There would be wars and 
rumors of wars. All these signs spoken of in Matthew 24 and Luke 21 are happening in our day.

Not everything, however, is negative. In spite of terrible times many people will seek the Lord 
and fi nd Him. Joel 2:28-29 tells us about it!

Afterward I will pour out my spirit on everyone: your sons and daughters will proclaim my 
message; your old men will have dreams, and your young men will see visions. At that time I 
will pour out my spirit even on servants, both men and women.

Christians look forward to the Rapture with joy. Those who have died will be resurrected and 
those who are alive will be changed. All will be caught up together to meet the Lord in the air.

Listen to this secret truth: we shall not all die, but when the last trumpet sounds, we shall all 
be changed in an instant, as quickly as the blinking of an eye. For when the trumpet sounds, 
the dead will be raised, never to die again, and we shall all be changed. For what is mortal 
must be changed into what is immortal; what will die must be changed into what cannot die 
(1 Corinthians 15:51-53).

After the Rapture Christians will be judged and rewarded according to their faithfulness to 
Christ. Then they will go to the marriage supper of the Lamb when Christ, the Lamb of God, 
welcomes the church as His bride.

For all of us must appear before Christ, to be judged by him. Each one will receive what he 
deserves, according to everything he has done, good or bad, in his bodily life (2 Corinthians 5:
10).

We know that the blood of Jesus has removed our sins and we will not have to answer for them. 
But we will be rewarded according to our faithfulness. When trials come our way it is good to 
remind ourselves that the Lord sees everything.

Let us rejoice and be glad; let us praise his greatness! For the time has come for the wedding 
of the Lamb, and his bride has prepared herself for it. She has been given clean shining linen 
to wear. (The linen is the good deeds of God’s people.) Then the angel said to me, “Write this: 
Happy are those who have been invited to the wedding feast of the Lamb.” And the angel added, 
“These are the true words of God” (Revelation 19:7-9).
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1 According to 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 which of the following statements are TRUE?
a When the trumpet sounds all the dead shall rise.
b The Lord will come to earth to judge sinners at this time.
c Those who died believing will be raised to life.
d All believers, dead and living, will be caught up to be with the Lord forever.

2 What sign do you see in the world today that encourages you to believe for the soon coming of 
the Lord?

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

THE EARTHLY RULE OF JESUS
Objective 2. Recognize events that defi ne the Christian term “millennium.”

The Lord will return with His people to rule over the earth a thousand years. This period of time 
has been called the millennium (taken from the Latin mille meaning a thousand).

The Bible talks of this era as a time of great joy and peace on earth. Jude 14 says, “The Lord 
will come with many thousands of his holy angels.”

Happy and greatly blessed are those who are included in this fi rst raising of the dead. The 
second death has no power over them; they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and they will 
rule with him for a thousand years (Revelation 20:6).
Wolves and sheep will live together in peace, and leopards will lie down with young goats. Calves 
and lion cubs will feed together, and little children will take care of them (Isaiah 11:6).

3 Circle the letter before each statement which completes the sentence correctly. The millennium 
in the Bible refers to
a) the Lord’s thousand year rule on earth.
b) a time of peace and happiness.
c) all believers ruling with Christ on earth.

THE JUDGMENT OF UNBELIEVERS
Objective 3. Defi ne Great White Throne Judgment.

After Jesus has ruled a thousand years, the wicked dead will be raised to stand before God in 
Judgment. Then Satan, his angels, and all the wicked will be cast into hell. This judgment is called 
the Great White Throne Judgment. Several verses from Revelation 20 tells us why it is called by 
this name.

Then I saw a great white throne and the one who sits on it. Earth and heaven fl ed from his 
presence and were seen no more. And I saw the dead, great and small alike, standing before 
the throne. Books were opened, and then another book was opened, the book of the living. The 
dead were judged according to what they had done, as recorded in the books. Then the sea gave 
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up its dead. Death and the world of the dead also gave up the dead they held. And all were judged 
according to what they had done. Then death and the world of the dead were thrown into the lake 
of fi re. (This lake of fi re is the second death.) Whoever did not have his name written in the book 
of the living was thrown into the lake of fi re (Revelation 20:11-15).

Those whose names are written in the book of the living are the believers in Christ. They have 
nothing to fear because they will be with Christ forever. Revelation 21:2-3 tells us what John saw 
in a vision.

And I saw the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared 
and ready, like a bride dressed to meet her husband. I heard a loud voice speaking from the 
throne: ‘Now God’s home is with mankind! He will live with them, and they shall be his people. 
God himself will be with them and he will be their God.’

After the Great White Throne Judgment, God’s children will be with Him. He will prepare for 
them in a new heaven and a new earth.

He will wipe away all tears from their eyes. There will be no more death, no more grief or 
crying or pain. The old things have disappeared (Revelation 21:4).

4 Read Revelation 22:20 and fi ll in the spaces.

He who gives his ................................ to all this says, “.............................! I am...........................
soon! ”So be it............................., Lord Jesus!

5 Complete the following sentence. Eternity with God will be
a) a time of remembering our past sins on earth and repenting of them.
b) a time of joy and living with God forever.
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 1 c True.
 d True.

 4 testimony, Yes indeed, coming, Come

 2 Your answer. It might be the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, many people turning to the Lord, or 
the gospel being preached to the ends of the earth.

 5 b) a time of joy and living with God forever.

 3 You should have circled all the letters because every answer is correct.
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The Law of God
Worship no god but me.

Do not make for yourselves images of anything.

Do not use my name for evil purposes.

Observe the Sabbath and keep it holy.

Respect your father and your mother.

Do not commit murder.

Do not commit adultery.

Do not steal.

Do not accuse anyone falsely.

Do not desire anything another man owns.

In Lesson 10 we studied about what we will do in the future; in this lesson we will study what 
we must be doing in the present. God wrote the Ten Commandments on two tables of stone and 
gave them to the great leader of Israel, Moses, for his people. Even though they are ancient laws, 
they can be applied today.

In this lesson you will study...

Meaning and Purpose of the Law
Obedience to the Law

Lesson

11
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This lesson will help you...

• Understanding the meaning of each of the Ten Commandments.

• Realize why God gave laws.

• Accept your responsibility in obeying His laws.

MEANING AND PURPOSE OF THE LAW
Objective 1. List the Ten Commandments with their references.

The Lord said to Moses, ‘Cut two stone tablets like the fi rst ones, and I will write on them the 
words that were on the fi rst tablets, which you broke’ (Exodus 34:1).

In Exodus 20 the Ten Commandments that God wrote are written for us. He gave them as laws 
and guidelines for His children to follow. Let’s look at each law individually

Worship no god but me.

As we learned in Lesson 2, we are to give God fi rst place in our lives. This commandment is 
repeated in Matthew 4:10: “Worship the Lord your God and serve only him!”

Do not make for yourselves images of anything.

Our allegiance is to God—we cannot have divided loyalties. Jesus said that no man can serve 
two masters (Luke 16:13), for he will love one and despise the other. We want to be true to the Lord, 
loving Him with our whole heart.

Do not use my name for evil purposes.

People break the third commandment by cursing and using God’s name in vain. We will always 
give that Name which is above all names a place of love, honor, and respect.

Do not use harmful words, but only helpful words, the kind that build up and provide what is 
needed, so that what you say will do good to those who hear you. (Ephesians 4:29).

Do not swear by heaven, because it is God’s throne; nor by earth, because it is the resting place 
for his feet; nor by Jerusalem, because it is the city of the great King (Matthew 5:34-35).

Observe the Sabbath and keep it holy.

This is the only commandment not repeated in the New Testament. Most Christians do not 
observe the Hebrew Sabbath. They keep Sunday instead because it was on the fi rst day of the week 
that Jesus rose from the dead. Every Lord’s Day can remind us of the Resurrection! It is important 
that we set aside a day for rest and worship, but which day we choose is secondary. Colossians 2:16 
says, “So let no one make rules about what you eat or drink or about holy days or the New Moon 
Festival or the Sabbath.”

One person thinks that a certain day is more important than other days, while someone else 
thinks that all days are the same. Each one should fi rmly make up his own mind (Romans 14:5).

Respect your father and your mother.

Exodus 20:12 gives a special promise to obedient children: “Respect your father and your 
mother, so that you may live a long time in the land that I am giving you.” The New Testament 
reinforces the commandment.

“Children, it is your Christian duty to obey your parents, for this is the right thing to do” 
(Ephesians 6:1).
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Do not commit murder.

The fi rst murderer was Cain who killed his brother Abel. Perhaps Cain thought no one saw what 
happened, but God did. He said to Cain, “Why have you done this terrible thing? Your brother’s 
blood is crying out to me from the ground, like a voice calling for revenge” (Genesis 4:10). Murder 
is a sin with chain reactions—it hurts the families and friends of both the murderer and he who was 
murdered. It is also a grave offense against God who made man in his own image.

Do not commit adultery.

Adultery is the sin of breaking the marriage vow by having sexual relations with someone other 
than the marriage partner. Hebrews 13:4 says, “Marriage is to be honored by all, and husbands and 
wives must be faithful to each other. God will judge those who are immoral and those who commit 
adultery.”

Do not steal.

It is wrong to take anything that doesn’t belong to you, even if the person you took it from is 
rich and doesn’t need it. 

The man who used to rob must stop robbing and start working, in order to earn an honest living 
for himself and to be able to help the poor (Ephesians 4:28).

Do not accuse anyone falsely.

The ninth commandment includes all lying in word or deed. God does not make a difference 
between “good” lies and “bad” lies—all false accusations are wrong. Psalm 101:7 says, “No liar 
will live in my palace; no hypocrite will remain in my presence.”

But cowards, traitors, perverts, murderers, the immoral, those who practice magic, those who 
worship idols, and all liars—the place for them is the lake burning with fi re and sulfur, which is 
the second death (Revelation 21:8).

Do not desire anything another man owns.

To wrongly desire what belongs to another is often called coveting. Luke 12:15 puts it this way: 
“Watch out and guard yourselves from every kind of greed; because a person’s true life is not made up 
of the things he owns, no matter how rich he may be.”

God gave us these laws to teach us right from wrong, to guide us when we make decisions.

What, then was the purpose of the Law? It was added in order to show what wrongdoing is, 
and it was meant to last until the coming of Abraham’s descendant, to whom the promise was 
made... So the Law was in charge of us until Christ came, in order that we might then be put 
right with God through faith (Galatians 3:19, 24).

1 Read Exodus 20. Then write each commandment in brief with its Scripture reference.

a One: ..............................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

b Two: ..............................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................
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c Three: ............................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

d Four: .............................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

e Five: ..............................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

f Six: ...............................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

g Seven: ...........................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

h Eight: ............................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

i Nine: .............................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

j Ten: ...............................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

2 Read Hebrews 13:5. What commandment or commandments could the writer have had in mind 
when he wrote that verse?

.............................................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................................

OBEDIENCE TO THE LAW
Objective 2. Identity the responsibility of a believer toward the Law of God.

The Lord asks that we keep His commandments not only in action, but in attitude as well—an 
attitude of love, of preferring others above ourselves.

The commandments, “Do not commit adultery; do not murder; do not steal; do not desire 
what belongs to someone else”—all these, and any others besides, are summed up in the one 
command, “Love your neighbor as you love yourself (Romans 13:9).

“For our love for God means that we obey His commands. And his commands are not too hard 
for us” (1 John 5:3).

We already know that keeping commandments won’t save us. We are saved by grace through 
faith in Jesus Christ. Ephesians 2:8-9 confi rms it!

For it is by God’s grace that you have been saved through faith. It is not the result of your own 
efforts, but God’s gift so that no one can boast about it.
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However, we do obey the Lord because as His children we want above all else to please Him. 
If we do break one of His commandments, we should immediately ask God to forgive and cleanse 
us from sins.

I am writing this to you, my children, so that you will not sin; but if anyone sin, we have 
someone who pleads with the Father on our behalf—Jesus Christ, the righteous one. And Christ 
himself is the means, by which our sins are forgiven, and not our sins only, but the sins of 
everyone (1 John 2:1-2).

Have you sometimes felt weak and maybe even disobedient? The Lord Jesus can give you the 
help and strength that you need. Would you like to bow your head and ask for His help right now?

vHeavenly Father, I ask forgiveness for failing to love you as I should. Help me not to sin and 
disobey you when I know better.

Lord, I want to love You and defend Your Name even more than I would love and defend my own 
family. Give me Your strength, I pray, because I ask in the name of Jesus who gave His life for me.

Amen.

3 Read 1 John 3:15-18. According to these verses which of the following statements are TRUE?
a The attitude is as important as the action.
b He who hates his brother is a murderer.
c To love God and your brother is also a commandment.

4 Read Romans 8:3-4. Fill in the right completions to the following statements.

a God condemned sin in human nature by ......................................................................................

 .......................................................................................................................................................

b The demands of the law are fully satisfi ed in us who live according to ......................................

 .......................................................................................................................................................

5 Read John 14:21. According to this verse,

a the one who loves God will ..........................................................................................................

 .......................................................................................................................................................

b God in turn promises to ................................................................................................................

 .......................................................................................................................................................



61

 1 Compare your answers to the following verses:
 a Exodus 20:3.
 b 20:4-6.
 c 20:7.
 d 20:8-11
 e 20:12.
 f 20:13.
 g 20:14.
 h 20:15.
 i 20:16.
 j 20:17.

 4 a sending his own Son.
 b the Spirit and not according to human nature.

 2 The writer could have been referring to “Worship no God but me” because some people love 
money above God.

 Or he could have referred to “Do not steal” because he says that God will never abandon you, 
so there is no need to steal.

Or he could have been thinking of “Do not wrongly desire anything another man owns” because 
he says, Be satisfi ed with what you have.

 5 a accept His commandments and obey them.
 b love him and reveal Himself to him.

 3 All of the statements are TRUE.
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Our Relationship to God

We have learned that our main responsibility as Christian believers is to love God. As we 
studied in Lesson 11, we keep His commandments because we love Him. So, our relationship with 
God is one of love.

First Corinthians 13 gives us a beautiful description of love. Verses 4-8 tell us that love is patient 
and kind, not jealous, conceited, proud, ill mannered, selfi sh, or irritable. It does not keep a record 
of wrongs nor is it happy with evil, but with truth. Love never gives up—it is eternal. This may 
sound like a very ideal picture of love. But it is this kind of love that every Christian believer should 
have for God and his fellow man. It is this unconditional kind of love that God gives to us.

It is no accident that the chapters before and after chapter 13 are about God’s gifts to believers. 
The chapter on love is tied in with the chapters on gifts because love also is a gift. Loving and giving 
go together because when we love others we want to give them what will please them most.

In this lesson you will study...

God’s Gifts to Us
Our Gifts to God

This lesson will help you...

• Describe at least three gifts from God for His children.

• Be committed to giving God the gifts of love of which He is worthy.

Lesson

12
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GOD’S GIFTS TO US
Objective 1. Identify several gifts from God for His children.

The fi rst gift that God gives us when we choose to believe on Him is the gift of salvation.

For it is by God’s grace that you have been saved through faith. It is not the result of your own 
efforts, but God’s gift, so that no one can boast about it (Ephesians 2:8-9).

If we are believers, God is our Heavenly Father and we are His children. Matthew 5:16 gives 
God this precious name. “Your light must shine before people, so that they will see the good things 
you do and praise your Father in heaven.” It is wonderful that we can talk to God as we would to 
a loving father. Jesus taught us to talk to Him that way when He said, “Our Father in heaven: May 
your holy name be honored” (Matthew 6:9).

Although God is the Creator, He is the Father of only those who have been born into His 
family.

To be part of the family of God we must accept His Son Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord. 
Then new life begins. “Some. . . did receive him and believed in him; so he gave them the right to 
become God’s children” (John 1:12).

Every loving father enjoys supplying the needs of His children. Our Heavenly Father supplies 
all our needs. “And with all his abundant wealth through Christ Jesus, my God will supply all 
your needs” (Philippians 4:19).

God watches over us as His children. He watches day and night. “He will not let you fall; your 
protector is always awake” (Psalm 121:3). “The Lord watches over the righteous and listens to their 
cries” (Psalm 34:15). There are many verses like this in Psalms that tell us of God’s care for us.

When our Father tells us in His Word that He will do certain things for us, we call those verses 
promises. Promises indicate what God will do for us. We can receive blessing and the fulfi llment 
of what God has promised, as we believe in His Word. “Whoever believes in me will do what I 
do...and I will do whatever you ask for in my name, so that the Father’s glory will be shown through 
the Son” (John 14:12-13).

Christians can also receive blessings from God by helping others. Psalm 41:1 states, “Happy are 
those who are concerned for the poor; the Lord will help them when they are in trouble.”

We can receive many gifts from God if we will believe and ask Him for them. This act of 
believing is called faith. Our faith pleases God and brings not only salvation and other gifts we have 
mentioned, but also healing and the baptism in the Holy Spirit.

“No one can please God without faith, for whoever comes to God must have faith that God 
exists and rewards those who seek him” (Hebrews 11:6).

That we receive healing through faith is found in James 5:15, “This prayer made in faith will 
heal the sick person; the Lord will restore him to health, and the sins he has committed will be 
forgiven.”

The baptism in the Holy Spirit is also received through faith.

Christ did this in order that the blessing which God promised to Abraham might be given to the 
Gentiles by means of Christ Jesus, so that through faith we might receive the Spirit promised 
by God (Galatians 3:14).
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The greatest gift, however, is found in Romans 6:23, “God’s free gift is eternal life in union with 
Christ Jesus our Lord.”

“Every good gift and every perfect present comes from heaven; it comes down from God, the 
Creator” (James 1:17).

1 Read Psalm 91. What words could be used to describe these promises that are a gift from 
God?

.......................................................................................................................................................

2 Read the references on the left. Write beside each the number of the promise on the right that is 
mentioned in the verse.

. . . .  a Romans 5:17

. . . .  b Ecclesiastes 2:26

. . . .  c Ezekiel 11:19

. . . .  d Matthew 11:28

. . . .  e 1 Corinthians 12:6

1) Wisdom, knowledge, and happiness
2) Abilities
3) Abundant grace
4) New heart and new mind
5) Rest

3 Write on the lines below at least three gifts that you have received from God since receiving 
Jesus as your Savior.

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................................

OUR GIFTS TO GOD
Objective 2. Recognize gifts that believers can give to God.

Does it seem strange to give something to God who has everything? In His Word God Himself 
tells us what we can give Him.

We can give God our worship. Psalm 95:6 says, “Come, let us bow down and worship him; let 
us kneel before the Lord, our Maker.” Worship can be given by praying, by thanking God for His 
blessings, by praising Him and giving to His work. Colossians 3:16 tells us to “sing to God with 
thanksgiving.”

We also worship when we give ourselves to God without any holding back.

Because of God’s great mercy to us I appeal to you: Offer yourselves as a living sacrifi ce to 
God, dedicated to his service and pleasing to him. This is the true worship that you should offer. 
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Do not conform yourselves to the standards of this world, but let God transform you inwardly 
by a complete change of your mind. Then you will be able to know the will of God—what is 
good and is pleasing to him and is perfect (Romans 12:1-2).

Giving our money is another way to worship. And when we give, we also receive. God promised 
in Malachi 3:10:

Bring the full amount of your tithes to the Temple. Put me to the test and you will see that I will 
open the windows of heaven and pour out on you in abundance all kinds of good things.

A tithe is ten percent of your income.

As Christians, everything we do can be as to the Lord. Jesus gives an interesting account in 
Matthew 25 of people who received rewards for giving food and drink to Him and for visiting Him 
in prison. When they asked when they had ever done that, He replied “I tell you, whenever you did 
this for one of the least important of these brothers of mine, you did it for me!” In other words, our 
giving becomes a way of life.

Continuous worship does not mean being on our knees continually in prayer. If we will live 
each day in a manner pleasing to the Lord—He will count it as unending worship. We won’t fi nd 
it diffi cult at all to “always give thanks for everything to God the Father” (Ephesians 5:20), for He 
is worthy.

4 What gift that we can give God is mentioned in the following verses?
a Isaiah 38:20

.......................................................................................................................................................
b Habakkuk 2:20

.......................................................................................................................................................
c Psalm 103:1

.......................................................................................................................................................
d John 4:23

.......................................................................................................................................................
e 1 Timothy 2:8

.......................................................................................................................................................
f Hebrews 10:25

.......................................................................................................................................................

5 Psalm 76:11 says that you should bring God all the gifts you have.............................................

6 Which of the following could be considered as worship or gifts to God?
a Singing choruses while washing clothes
b Not showing anger when your boss is unreasonable
c Going to church on Sunday
d Giving thanks to God before you eat
e Sitting in silence thinking of God’s goodness
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 1 Your answer. You might sum them up with words like: God’s Protection or Safety in God.

 4 a Play instruments and sing praise.
 b Be silent before God.
 c Praise the Lord.
 d Worship Him.
 e Pray with lifted hands.
 f Meeting together and encouraging one another.

 2 a 3) Abundant grace.
 b 1) Wisdom, knowledge, and happiness.
 c 4) New heart and new mind.
 d 5) Rest.
 e 2) Abilities.

 5 promised Him.

 3 Your answer. You might have been healed, given a job, been delivered from fear or found new 
hope—His gifts are many.

 6 All the statements tell of ways we can worship.
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Our Relationship to Others

It was testimony time in the Monday morning chapel service at the Bible School. A girl named 
Olga stood to testify.

She and a fellow-student had gone to work in one of the local churches the day before. While 
they ministered, several inebriated men entered the church and began to fi ght. As the believers fl ed, 
one of the men accidentally stabbed his own son who was also inebriated. When Olga saw that the 
young man was injured, she and her friend stopped and began to help him. Their own lives were 
in danger but they saved the life of an enemy. “Let’s pray,” she said, “that the young man will live 
and fi nd Christ as His Savior.”

We bowed our heads in prayer, but I wasn’t praying only for the young man. I was also thanking 
God for Olga and her love for others—even her enemies!

Olga had learned what we learned in Lesson 12. One way to show our love to God is by loving 
and helping others. Let’s see what God’s Word says about our relationship to others.

In this lesson you will study...

Those Over Us

Those Around Us

Those Against Us

This lesson will help you...

• Accept your responsibilities in your relationship to others.

• Apply love to every relationship.

Lesson

13
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THOSE OVER US
Objective 1. Identify whom a believer must honor and obey.
Everyone at one time or another has had someone in authority over him. Children have parents over 
them, parents have religious and political leaders over them. Even those leaders 
have others who tell them what to do. What does the Bible say about our relationship to those who 
are over us?

Parents should be loved, honored, and obeyed. You will remember this as one of the 
commandments that we studied in Lesson 11. Ephesians 6:1-2 also tells us, “Children, it is your 
Christian duty to obey your parents, for this is the right thing to do. Respect your father and 
mother.”

Rulers such as policemen, judges, and governors should also be obeyed. “Everyone must obey 
state authorities, because no authority exists without God’s permission, and the existing authorities 
have been put there by God” (Romans 13:1).

As believers we have leaders like our pastor, the church board, and Sunday School teachers. 
They should be respected and obeyed in matters pertaining to their responsibilities.

Obey your leaders and follow their orders. They watch over your souls without resting, since 
they must give to God an account of their service. If you obey them, they will do their work 
gladly; if not, they will do it with sadness, and that would be of no help to you (Hebrews 13:
17).

Only the authority of God is higher than that of the leaders over us. The only time that 
obedience is not required is when they would ask us to do something that is expressly against God’s 
commandments or will. This happened to Peter and the other apostles when they were forbidden 
to preach. Peter knew that God must be obeyed above all else. Acts 5:29 says, “Peter and the other 
apostles answered, ‘We must obey God, not men.’”

1 Read the verses below. Write in front of each verse the number of the description it matches.
. . . .  a 1 Timothy 5:17

. . . .  b Colossians 3:20

. . . .  c 1 Peter 2:13

. . . .  d Proverbs 6:20

. . . .  e Matthew 22:17-21

1) Honoring parents
2) Honoring civil authorities
3) Honoring church leaders

2 Read the list below, then put an X by any one or more that you have trouble respecting or 
honoring.

Father ........................... Mother ........................... 

Pastor  ........................... Board of Church ........................... Police ............................ 

If you have put an X beside any of the above, ask the Lord to help you understand why you have 
problems honoring them and to help you respect and obey them from now on.
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THOSE AROUND US
Objective 2. Recognize correct applications of the biblical principle of loving others.

One day a friend said to me, “If unbelievers treat me badly I can still love them. But, I will not 
tolerate bad treatment from another Christian. They know better!”

What would have happened to Peter and the other apostles if Jesus had felt that way? They 
knew better and yet they all failed Him when he was arrested and taken to His trial. Even so, when 
He arose, He appeared to them and assured them of His love.

We have failed the Lord many times and yet He continues to love us. The Lord asks us to love 
other Christians as He loves us. “As I have loved you, so you must love one another” (John 13:
34).

Our friends and neighbors should be treated as we would like to be treated. Luke 6:31 says, “Do 
for others just what you want them to do for you.” “Love your neighbor as you love yourself” is 
found in Romans 13:9.

Our relationship to the unsaved is also one of love. We should show them by the way we act 
that Christ lives in us.

Richard Wurmbrant, a Christian pastor who was jailed for his faith, tells the story of a fellow-
prisoner who was also a pastor. He was known for his outstanding Christ-like character.

Later, a young communist was jailed and put in the same cells as these pastors. The pastors 
witnessed to him and told him to accept Jesus as his Savior. But the young man refused.

One day the young man was arguing. “How can I accept someone as my Savior,” he said, “if 
I’ve never met Him and don’t know what He’s like?”

“I’ll tell you who Jesus is like,” replied the pastor, “He’s like me!”

Without hesitation, the man answered, “If He’s like you, I’ll accept Him as my Savior right 
now!”

What a marvelous testimony that pastor had. I’m afraid there are very few believers who would 
dare to say, “Jesus is like me!” But, this is what the Lord wants—that we be so much like Him, that 
people can see Him in us! Matthew 5:16 says, “Your light must shine before people, so that they 
will see the good things you do and praise your Father in heaven.”

Let’s tell the Lord every day that we want to be more like Him! Then, it’s time to put action to 
our words and begin to be like Him.

3 Think about the following possible situations. According to what we have just studied, which of 
the situations are RIGHT for believers and which are WRONG? Write R before those that are right 
and W before those that are wrong.

. . . .  a A fellow Christian slanders your name. You are thinking about taking him to court.

. . . .  b Your neighbor says, “Don’t ever come back to talk to me about Christ again!” But the next 
day when he needs help, you go over and help him.
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. . . .  c Your pastor preaches something you don’t like so you get up and walk out of church to 
show your displeasure.

. . . .  d A Christian friend falls into sin and instead of exposing him before the church, you go to 
him privately and help him repent and get right with God.

4 Read 1 John 4:7-21. According to these verses which of the following statements are TRUE?
a We love because God fi rst loved us.
b Whoever does not love does not know God.
c There is fear in love because love might be rejected.
d Loving God is enough; there’s no need to love a brother if he treats you wrongly.

THOSE AGAINST US
Objective 3. Compare your own actions to the biblical principle of loving others.

Remember the story of Olga at the beginning of this lesson? Did Olga love those who wronged 
her? Instead of asking prayer that the injured man be healed, Olga could have asked that God 
punish them for their wicked ways.

Would that have been a Christ-like attitude? No. What did Jesus do the night he was arrested 
and Peter cut off the ear of the high priest’s slave? That slave was an enemy of Jesus, but Luke tells 
us, “But Jesus said, ‘Enough of this!’ He touched the man’s ear and healed him (Luke 22:51).

We want to be like Jesus who loved his enemies and forgave them. In Matthew 5:44 He said, 
“Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.” And again in Matthew 6:15, “If you do 
not forgive others, then your Father in heaven will not forgive the wrongs you have done.”

Love is the greatest Christian virtue. First Corinthians 13:13 tells us, “Meanwhile these three 
remain: faith, hope, and love; and the greatest of these is love.”

Christians should love God fi rst. He will in turn put His love in our hearts so we can love both 
friends and enemies. “Jesus answered, ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 
soul, and with all your mind’” (Matthew 22:37).

“And now I give you a new commandment: love one another. As I have loved you, so you 
must love one another” (John 13:34). Memorize this verse and repeat it often, remembering that a 
believer’s most important responsibility to God and to his fellowman is love.

5 Which of the following statements are TRUE in your life?
a The way you treat your family infl uences them to accept what you say about God.
b Your actions make your friends want the same power of God that has changed your life.
c You are praying every day that when people see you they will be able to see Jesus, too.
d You are praying for friends who are having a hard time loving others.
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 1 a 3) Honoring church leaders.
 b 1) Honoring parents.
 c 2) Honoring civil authorities.
 d 1) Honoring parents.
 e 2) Honoring civil authorities.

 4 a True.
 b True.
 c False.
 d False.

 2 Your answer.

 5 Your answers. If some of the statements are NOT true for you, go over the lesson again, point 
by point. Examine your actions and ask God to give you strength to live up to HIS standards day 
by day.

 3 a Wrong.
 b Right.
 c Wrong.
 d Right.
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A Christian
and Himself

The small country was in a civil war and the guerillas were fi ghting everywhere. They captured 
a young man and his life threatened if he didn’t renounce Christianity.

In a moment of desperation he yielded and renounced his faith. He was then forced to accompany 
the guerillas who also expected him to work for them. He became their leader and led the killers to 
the homes of Christians he had known.

Months passed. Then one day he was in a terrible fi ght and one of his own men killed him. What 
a loss—both in this life and in the one to come!

How much better it would have been if the man had stood true to his convictions. He might have 
lost his life, but he would have gained eternal life. He failed in his responsibility toward God and 
toward others. He also failed in his responsibility toward himself.

This chapter will help us understand what we owe ourselves. Also how to obey God, who wants 
our lives to count for both time and eternity.

In this lesson you will study...

Denying Ourselves
Cleansing Ourselves

Lesson

14
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This lesson will help you...

• Realize your greatest gain is found in denying yourself.

• Describe why a clean and pure mind and body is necessary for every Christian.

DENYING OURSELVES
Objective 1. Identify what “denying ourselves” means to a Christian.

A Christian believer’s life is not his own. The Lord owns the life of a Christian because He 
bought it with His own blood.

You know what was paid to set you free. . . It was not something that can be destroyed, such as 
silver or gold; it was the costly sacrifi ce of Christ who was like a lamb without defect or fl aw 
(1 Peter 1:18-19).

First Corinthians 6:20 also tells us that about the sacrifi ce that Jesus paid on the cross. “He bought 
you for a price.” If Christ paid a price for us, we must also pay a price. The Bible tells us that to be a 
Christian means to forget ourselves and follow Jesus. In Luke 9:23 the Lord’s words are “If anyone 
wants to come with me, he must forget himself, take up his cross every day, and follow me.”

We forget ourselves when we do God’s will rather than have our own way. Jesus Christ set the 
example for us, and His words in John 6:38 are: “Because I have come down from heaven to do not 
my own will but the will of him who sent me.”

Not every person who calls me ‘Lord, Lord’ will enter the Kingdom of heaven, but only those 
who do what my Father in heaven wants them to do (Matthew 7:21).

As Christians we must choose to do right every day even though it goes against our own wishes. 
“But take up the weapons of the Lord Jesus Christ, and stop paying attention to your sinful nature 
and satisfying its desires” (Romans 13:14).

Does denying ourselves sound negative? Surely not, because the Lord never asks us for 
anything without giving us something better in its place. It’s like the story of the dog and the bone. 
His master tried to take the bone but the dog became angry and growled. The bone was all he had 
and he didn’t want to give it up. But when his master put down a large steak, the dog gave up his 
bone immediately.

Sometimes we are too concerned with hanging on to “bones”—the things we think we want. 
We need to realize that the Lord is offering us something better. When the disciples were a bit 
concerned about what they had to give up, Jesus gave them a clear answer.

Everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fi elds for 
my sake, will receive a hundred times more and will be given eternal life (Matthew 19:29).

Jesus said in another place that He came “in order that you might have life—life in all its 
fullness” (John 10:10).

Life in all its fullness! That is what the world is seeking, but only God can give it.

Yes, may you come to know his love—although it can never be fully known—and so be 
completely fi lled with the very nature of God. To him who by means of his power working in us is 
able to do so much more than we can ever ask for or even think of: to God be the glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus for all time, forever and ever! Amen. (Ephesians 3:19-21).
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1 Read Luke 14:27.
a This verse compares denying yourself to carrying a ……………………………………...
b According to this verse we should love God above …………………………………………..

2 Denying ourselves or carrying our cross means
a) not owning any material possessions.
b) selling what we own and giving it to the Church.
c) doing God’s will above our own.

3 Which of the following statements are TRUE?
a Jesus gave His life for us, not to add to our burdens but to free us from our own guilt.
b Fullness of life is found by being completely fi lled with the very nature of God.
c Denying ourselves means to stop giving attention to our sinful natures.

4 Read Matthew 11:28-30. To carry the cross of Jesus is not a burden, on the contrary, it is 
 ............................................................................

CLEANSING OURSELVES
Objective 2. Decide on appropriate Christian behavior regarding keeping body and mind clean.

A Christian should keep his body and mind pure and clean. The Bible tells us why.

Don’t you know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and who was 
given to you by God? You do not belong to yourselves but to God (1 Corinthians 6:19).

Such habits as smoking and using drugs injure a person’s health, can harm both his body and 
his mind, and shorten his life. The user may think he can stop whenever he wants to, but that isn’t 
true—he becomes a slave to his habits.

Surely you know that when you surrender yourselves as slaves to obey someone, you are in fact 
the slaves of the master you obey—either of sin, which results in death, or of obedience which 
results in being put right with God (Romans 6:16).

Perhaps some temptations have overcome you. Do you go to places that are not pleasing to the 
Lord, or read books or magazines that you would be ashamed for Him to see? Asking God to help 
us change our ways can break harmful habits.

Tell the Lord that you cannot conquer evil in your own strength and He will help you. Ask for 
His healing within you. Then learn the following verse and repeat it whenever you are tempted. “I 
have the strength to face all conditions by the power that Christ gives me” (Philippians 4:13).

Give yourself to the Lord; trust in him, and he will help you; he will make your righteousness
shine like the noonday sun (Psalm 37:5-6).
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5 What would you do in the following situations? Answer YES or NO to each of the questions.

. . . .  a You are invited to a friend’s party (who is an unbeliever) to participate in activities against 
your Christian convictions. Would you go just this one time in order not to offend your 
friend?

. . . .  b Several members of your church have asked you to go to a place where you will be 
expected to do things you know are not pleasing to the Lord. Would you accept so they 
won’t feel you are trying to be “holier” than they are?

. . . .  c Several unbelievers have asked you to attend festivities in their home and give your 
testimony of your conversion. Would you go because it is an opportunity to witness?

6 A new Christian confesses to you he can’t stop smoking. Which of the following would you 
do?
a Tell him he’s not going to heaven until he stops smoking.
b Tell the pastor so the new Christian cannot be baptized.
c Pray with him and help him go to the Lord and His Word for strength to overcome this habit.
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 1 a cross.
 b our family or friends.

 4 easy and light.

 2 c) doing God’s will above our own.

 5 Your answer. I hope you said NO to a and b because you should not change your Christian 
convictions for friends whether they are unbelievers or Christians. I hope you said YES for c. 
Jesus witnessed wherever He went—in the temple or in people’s homes. I believe He would go 
wherever people are hungry to hear His Word.

 3 All of the statements are true.

 6 c Pray with him and help him go to the Lord and His Word for strength to overcome this 
habit.
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The Christian Life
My father who has been a missionary for many years has been in a number of trying situations. 

He has been held at gunpoint, threatened and jailed for his faith. But he never wavered. His most 
trying experience, however, happened just a few years ago.

A man who claimed to be a believer, but was actually in rebellion against God, decided to 
slander and insult my father. The man told terrible lies. But instead of planning vengeance, my 
father prayed and left the matter in God’s hands. Within a few months the man was found guilty of 
the very sins he attributed to others.

My father’s story is repeated in the lives of thousands of believers all over the world. They 
aren’t born strong Christians, but they let God work in their lives and develop character through the 
years. Like tall trees, they put their roots down deep and the winds cannot blow them over.

Would you like to be a better person, one who trusts God and holds steady in all situations? We 
can put to use that which we have already studied and, like the tree, “grow tall.”

In this lesson you will study...

Receiving and Sharing
Christian Growth
Thoughts and Actions
Church Life

This lesson will help you...

• Trace the basic principles that lead to a victorious Christian life.

• Be committed to applying them in your daily life.

Lesson

15
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RECEIVING AND SHARING
Objective 1. Identify at least two steps essential to Christian growth.
We have already learned who gives us eternal life and how we receive it; but it is good to remind 
ourselves often so we will never forget that our source of life is Jesus.

Whoever drinks the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will 
give him will become in him a spring which will provide him with life giving water and give 
him eternal life (John 4:14).

It is wonderful to be part of God’s family. It makes us want to share the good news with others 
so they can become part of the family too. Jesus said in Matthew 10:32, “If anyone declares 
publicly that he belongs to me, I will do the same for him before my Father in heaven.” Isn’t that 
a beautiful promise?

But have reverence for Christ in your hearts, and honor him as Lord. Be ready at all times to 
answer anyone who asks you to explain the hope you have in you, but do it with gentleness and 
respect. Keep your conscience clear, so that when you are insulted, those who speak evil of your 
good conduct as followers of Christ will become ashamed of what they say (1 Peter 3:15-16).

We share Christ because we want to and because the Bible encourages us to tell others about 
Him. When we take our stand for Christ we grow stronger.

Another way to declare publicly that we belong to Christ is by being baptized in water. Water 
baptism is an important step in your Christian growth. Jesus Himself was baptized—not because 
He needed to be, but because He is our perfect example. You can read about it in Matthew 3.

Go, then, to all peoples everywhere and make them my disciples: baptize them in the name of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:19).

Becoming a member of a church, joining a local group, is not necessary for our salvation, but 
it does give us a closer tie to our Christian family. We become responsible to and for those around 
us. We learn to care more for each other. Just as the natural family is part of God’s plan, so is the 
spiritual family—a group with whom we can share and learn from each other. Acts 2:47 says that 
the Lord added those who were saved to the group of believers.

1 According to Romans 10:9-10, what two things must a Christian do?

..................................................................................

..................................................................................

2 Read John 1:43-46. What did Philip do right after Jesus called him?

.............................................................................................................................................................

3 Which of the following statements are TRUE?
a Water baptism is one way to publicly confess Christ.
b It isn’t necessary to share Christ; we can be secret followers just as well.
c Christian friends can help us and we can help them.
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CHRISTIAN GROWTH
Objective 2. Identify two activities most helpful for Christian growth.

There is more than one kind of hunger. We may long for news from someone who has gone 
away or we may hunger for new opportunities. Folks have been starved for love and affection. And 
certainly our hearts, our spirits, have reached out for more than this world can offer.

After you are saved you will feel another kind of hunger—a hunger for God’s Word. “Be like 
newborn babies, always thirsty for the pure spiritual milk” (1 Peter 2:2). Jesus said, “Man cannot 
live on bread alone, but needs every word that God speaks” (Matthew 4:4).

A Christian needs to read his Bible every day. Israel’s King David set a good example. He said, 
“Happy are those who reject the advice of evil men… Instead, they fi nd joy in obeying the Law of 
the Lord, and they study it day and night” (Psalm 1:1-2). “How I love your law! I think about it all 
day long” (Psalm 119:97).

It is important not only to read God’s Word, but to memorize it and hide its precepts in our 
hearts. What we have learned the Holy Spirit can bring to our remembrance in times of need—
when we must have guidance and direction in our lives.

The Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything 
and make you remember all that I have told you (John 14:26).

Prayer should accompany our daily Bible reading. Jesus who knew the glories of heaven before 
He came to this earth felt the need of prayer. He spent the whole night in prayer before choosing 
His disciples (Luke 6:12). Paul and Silas were praying and singing when they were set free from 
their prison chains (Acts 16). Christ told His disciples, “Ask, and you will receive; seek, and you 
will fi nd; knock, and the door will be opened to you” (Luke 11:9).

First Thessalonians 5:17 says, “Pray at all times.” Even though we are in school where our 
minds are kept busy, or on a job that requires our full attention, we can live in an attitude of prayer. 
If an emergency arises we know how to call on God; we take advantage of a pause in our work to 
lift a note of praise to the Lord. In this way we are continually worshipping Him.

4 What two activities will help the believer grow spiritually?

..................................................................................

..................................................................................

THOUGHTS AND ACTIONS
Objective 3. Identify how a believer’s thoughts can be protected and controlled.

“Be careful how you think; your life is shaped by your thoughts (Proverbs 4:23).
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The Lord can help us control our thoughts. Philippians 4:7 says, “And God’s peace, which is 
far beyond human understanding, will keep your hearts and minds safe in union with Christ Jesus.” 
Our thoughts please God when they are clean and pure.

In conclusion, my brothers, fi ll your minds with those things that are good and that deserve 
praise: things that are true, noble, right, pure, lovely, and honorable (Philippians 4:8).

To keep our minds on that which is pleasing to God requires constant discipline. As long as we 
are in this world we will be exposed to sin and temptation, but with the Lord’s help we do not have 
to yield. An old proverb says, “The birds may pass overhead, but you don’t have to let them build 
a nest in your hair.” In other words, “Temptation may be all around you, but you don’t have to let 
it become sin in your mind and actions.” The best way to control our thoughts, to keep our minds 
free from evil, is to be careful what we see, hear, say, and do.

Be careful what you see. “The eyes are like a lamp for the body. If your eyes are sound, your 
whole body will be full of light” (Matthew 6:22).

What we hear also infl uences our thoughts. Mark 4:24 says, “Pay attention to what you hear!” 
Are the conversations you enjoy or the music you listen to helping you to love the Lord more? Are 
they building healthy thoughts? If your answer is negative perhaps you need to discipline your 
listening.

Listening includes hearing our own words as well as the words of others. What we say can be 
a strong infl uence for good or for evil. If someone wrongs us we can forget it more easily if we 
haven’t answered the person harshly. Proverbs 15:1 says it like this, “A gentle answer quiets anger, 
but a harsh one stirs it up.” Our goal could be the fulfi llment of Proverbs 25:11, “An idea well-
expressed is like a design of gold, set in silver.”

A Christian should be careful of what he does because God requires him to do what is right.

The Lord has told us what is good. What he requires of us is this: to do what is just, to show 
constant love, and to live in humble fellowship with our God (Micah 6:8).

Our response can be the words of the Psalmist who said, “May my words and my thoughts be 
acceptable to you, O Lord, my refuge and my redeemer!” (Psalm 19:14).

5 Choose a verse from this section that confi rms each of the following completions. Write the 
appropriate reference in the blank provided. Our thoughts

a should be on good things....................................

b are controlled by God’s peace ............................

c shape our lives....................................................

d should be acceptable to God...............................

6 Read John 17:15-19; then circle the letter of each statement, which completes the sentence 
correctly. Our thoughts can be protected by
a) hiding in a cave and meditating all day.
b) dwelling on those things that are pure, right, and holy.
c) joining a Christian commune away from worldly infl uences.
d) believing Jesus’ prayer that the Father will keep us safe even while we are in the world.
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CHURCH LIFE
Objective 4. State the purpose of having Christian fellowship and supporting God’s work.

As we have already learned, we must share the good news of the gospel with everyone—
including unbelievers whom we count as friends. But our closest friends should be chosen carefully. 
Our free time must be balanced with the right Christian infl uence, with those who can help us as we 
grow in the Lord and seek to do His will.

Happy are those who reject the advice of evil men, who do not follow the example of sinners or 
join those who have no use for God. Instead, they fi nd joy in obeying the Law of the Lord, and 
they study it day and night (Psalm 1:1-2).

We want to study the Bible by ourselves and with Christian friends. We also need to hear God’s 
Word preached, “So then, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message comes through 
preaching Christ” (Romans 10:17).

Let us not give up the habit of meeting together, as some are doing. Instead, let us encourage one 
another all the more, since you see that the Day of the Lord is coming nearer (Hebrews 10:25).

When believers gather together they should be supportive one of another. There is strength in 
unity, strength in singing and praising the Lord together.

And so there is no division in the body, but all its different parts have the same concern for one 
another. If one part of the body suffers, all the other parts suffer with it; if one part is praised, all 
the other parts share its happiness (1 Corinthians 12:25-26).

God has a plan whereby we can share in the fi nancial concerns of the local body and at the same 
time reach out to others. Hebrews 7:2-9 gives us an example from the life of Abraham. He gave one 
tenth (a tithe) of everything he had. Yet giving tithes may not be enough.

The Pharisees, religious leaders of their day, paid tithes, but Jesus said that our standard of 
giving should be far above theirs. He said they were giving a tenth even of their seasoning herbs, 
such as mint, dill, and cumin, but neglecting the really important teachings of the Law, such as 
justice and mercy and honesty (Matthew 23:23). Jesus went on to explain that we must be faithful 
in all that God has asked.

We want to give generously of our money and at the same time listen for whatever else the Lord 
wants. He may ask for more of our time, our talents—even our plans for the future. Whatever it 
might be, we can lay it down as an offering of love to Him who fi rst loved us.

7 Giving one tenth of what we have is called .................................................................................

8 According to Hebrews 10:25, we gathertogether with other believers to .................................

 .......................................................................................................................................................

9 Memorize Romans 12:1-2. According to these verses, our true worship to God is......................

 .......................................................................................................................................................
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 1 Declare with his lips.

Believe in his heart.

 6 b) dwelling on those things that are pure, right, and holy.
 d) believing Jesus’ prayer that the Father will keep us safe even while we are in the world.

 2 He found Nathaniel and told him about Christ.

 7 tithing, or giving a tithe.

 3 a True.
 c True.

 8 encourage one another.

 4 Reading the Bible and praying every day.

 9 dedicating ourselves to His service and to pleasing Him.

 5 a) Philippians 4:8.
 b) Philippians 4:7.
 c) Proverbs 4:23.
 d) Psalm 19:14
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The Spirit-fi lled Life
A Spirit-fi lled life should be the goal of every believer. Being fi lled with God’s Spirit is another 

step or progression that should take place in the experience of every Christian. A Spirit-fi lled life is 
one that is completely yielded and consecrated to the Lord.

Jesus promised His disciples that when He went back to His Father He would send the 
Comforter, the Holy Spirit.

The Helper will come—the Spirit, who reveals the truth about God and who comes from the 
Father. I will send him to you from the Father, and He will speak about me (John 15:26).

This coming of the Holy Spirit happened on the Day of Pentecost. The story is in Acts 2. Since 
then it has been possible for every believer to live the Spirit-fi lled life.

In this lesson we will learn what it means to have a Spirit fi lled life. We will also learn something 
of the reward that comes with being fi lled with the Holy Spirit.

In this lesson you will study...

Being Filled With the Spirit
Sustained by the Spirit

This lesson will help you...

• Describe what is meant by a Spirit-fi lled life.

• Test your own life to see if it is Spirit-fi led by learning what evidence should be present.

Lesson

16
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BEING FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT
Objective 1. Identify some of the characteristics of a Spirit-fi lled life.
Ephesians 5:18 instructs us, “Be fi lled with the Spirit.” This can happen when one becomes a born-
again Christian and is baptized in the Holy Spirit. Jesus used these words, baptized in the Holy 
Spirit, to indicate a beautiful spiritual experience His disciples were going to have. He said in Acts 
1:5, 
“John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”

As believers we can be baptized in the Holy Spirit just as the fi rst disciples who waited in faith, 
thanking and praising God. They obeyed the instructions Jesus gave when He said, “And I myself 
will send upon you what my Father has promised. But you must wait...until the power from above 
comes down upon you” (Luke 24:49).

One of the ways we can know we have been fi lled is that God’s power will come upon us as it did 
on the believers on the Day of Pentecost. The Holy Spirit will speak through us in languages that 
we have not learned. “They were all fi lled with the Holy Spirit and began to talk in other languages, 
as the Spirit enabled them to speak” (Acts 2:4).

It is important that a Spirit-fl ed life show resulting character traits or “fruit” as they are 
sometimes called. “But the Spirit produces love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, humility and self-control.” (Galatians 5:22-23).

If we think we are Spirit-fi lled and we are not showing these characteristics, we should go to 
the Lord and ask Him what is wrong. If we do not have these traits, we can hinder the work of the 
Holy Spirit in and through us.

And do not make God’s Holy Spirit sad; for the Spirit is God’s mark of ownership on you, a 
guarantee that the Day will come when God will set you free (Ephesians 4:30).

We can keep fi lled with the Holy Spirit by walking in obedience to God’s will.

Do not get drunk with wine, which will only ruin you; instead, be fi lled with the Spirit. Speak 
to one another with the words of psalms, hymns, and sacred songs; sing hymns and psalms to 
the Lord with praise in your hearts. In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, always give thanks for 
everything to God the Father (Ephesians 5:18-20).

These Scriptures help us to understand what is meant by living in the Spirit. When we allow the 
Holy Spirit to direct our lives, we grow and develop into mature Christians (Galatians 5:16). The 
Holy Spirit keeps us alive and active so that we feel strong and ready to do the work of the Lord. 
This idea is stated in 2 Corinthians 4:16: “Even though our physical being is gradually decaying, 
yet our spiritual being is renewed day after day.”
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1 Circle the letter before each statement which completes the sentence correctly. When the 
baptism in the Holy Spirit is received, the believer
a) speaks in an unknown language.
b) shows the “fruits” mentioned in Galatians 5.
c) grows spiritually.
d) will let the Spirit direct his life.

2 Read Ephesians 5:17-21 again. List at least three activities a Spirit-fi lled Christian should do, 
according to these verses.

..................................................................................

..................................................................................

..................................................................................

3 According to Galatians 5:16, what is the key to living in the Spirit?

.............................................................................................................................................................

SUSTAINED BY THE SPIRIT
Objective 2. Identify how the Holy Spirit sustains a believer and relate Christian behavior to the gifts of the 

Spirit.

The Holy Spirit was sent to be our Helper. One of His titles is the Comforter. When someone 
comforts us, he makes our lives easier. He holds us up when we are under pressure. That is what we 
mean when we say the Spirit sustains us.

The Holy Spirit sustains us. He helps us in every aspect of our Christian growth. The Holy Spirit 
helps us in our prayer life. “We do not know how we ought to pray; the Spirit himself pleads with 
God for us in groans that words cannot express” (Romans 8:26).

The Holy Spirit also guides us. Romans 8:14 says, “Those who are led by God’s Spirit are God’s 
sons.”

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth and is the great Teacher and Guide into all truth. “The 
Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything and 
make you remember all that I have told you” (John 14:26). “When, however, the Spirit comes, who 
reveals the truth about God, he will lead you into all the truth” (John 16:13).

Among the results of the Spirit-fi lled life are the gifts that the Holy Spirit brings us. These gifts 
can become tools to make our work for God easier and more effective than it could be otherwise. 
One of the fi rst gifts is power for Christian service.

But when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, you will be fi lled with power, and you will be 
witnesses for me in Jerusalem, in all of Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:
8).

The Holy Spirit makes available to us His gifts, which are special provisions for Christian 
service. “There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit gives them” (1 Corinthians 
12:4). Gifts of the Spirit listed in 1 Corinthians 12:8-11 are: the word of wisdom, the word of 
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knowledge, faith, healing, miracles, prophecy, discerning of spirits, tongues, and interpretation of 
tongues. There are also other gifts and abilities that God through His Spirit wants to give us.

So we are to use our different gifts in accordance with the grace that God has given us. If our gift 
is to speak God’s message, we should do it according to the faith that we have; if it is to serve, 
we should serve; if it is to teach, we should teach; if it is to encourage others, we should do so. 
Whoever shares with others should do it generously; whoever has authority should work hard; 
whoever shows kindness to others should do it cheerfully (Romans 12:6-8).

The Holy Spirit also has blessings and glory for God’s children.

God’s Spirit joins himself to our spirits to declare that we are God’s children. Since we are his 
children, we will possess the blessings he keeps for his people, and we will also possess with 
Christ what God has kept for him; for if we share Christ’s suffering, we will also share his glory 
(Romans 8:16-17).

The marvelous outpouring of the Holy Spirit comes in modern times just as it has in the past. 
God is baptizing many Christians in the Holy Spirit. Let’s pray that this will continue. Pray for 
your church that your pastor, deacons, and all of the members may he fi lled with God’s Spirit and 
be used of Him.

It is this Spirit that will sustain us even if we face problems, hunger, hardship, persecution, 
poverty, or death “...in all these things we have complete victory through him who loved us!” 
(Romans 8:37).

4 When we say, “The Holy Spirit sustains us,” we mean He

.............................................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................................

5 The fi ve titles of the Holy Spirit that are mentioned in this lesson indicate how He sustains us. 
Name the titles.

.............................................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................................

6 In which of the following situations are you using the gifts of the Holy Spirit?
a) You offer hospitality to a needy family.
b) You accept teaching a Sunday School class.
c) You cheerfully keep some children while their mother is sick.
d) You preach in jail on visitation day.
e) You witness to a friend at work.
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 1 You should have circled all of the letters, as all are correct.

 4 comforts and holds us up when we are under pressure.

 2 You could list any three of the following: sing hymns and psalms, have praise in your heart, give 
thanks in everything, submit yourselves one to another, have reverence for Christ.

 5 Helper, Comforter, Spirit of Truth, Teacher, Guide.

 3 Letting the Spirit direct our lives.

 6 You should have marked every letter. If you do any of these things listed you will be using the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit.

Now you are ready to answer the questions in your student report for UNIT TWO. 
Review the lessons in unit two, then follow the instructions in your student report. When 
you send your answer sheet to your instructor, ask him about another course of study.

One Final Word

This is a special kind of book because it was written by people who care about you. These are 
happy people who have found good answers to many of the questions and problems, which trouble 
almost everyone in the world. These happy people believe that God wants them to share with others 
the answers they have found. They believe that you need some important information in order to 
answer your own questions and problems and fi nd the way of life that is best for you.

They have prepared this book in order to give you this information. You will fi nd this book 
based on these fundamental truths:

1. You need a Savior. Read Romans 3:23, Ezekiel 18:20.

2. You cannot save yourself. Read 1 Timothy 2:5, John 14:6.

3. God desires that the world should be saved. Read John 3:16-17.

4. God sent Jesus who gave his life to save all those who believe in Him. Read  
Galatians 4:4-5, 1 Peter 3:18.

5. The Bible shows us the way of salvation and teaches how to grow in the Christian life. 
Read John 15:5, John 10:10, 2 Peter 3:18.

6. You decide your eternal destiny. Read Luke 13:1-5, Matthew 10:32-33, John 3:35-36.

This book tells you how to decide your destiny, and it gives you opportunities to express your 
decision. Also, the book is different from others because it gives you a chance to contact people 
who prepared it. If you want to ask questions, or explain your needs and feelings, you may write 
to them.

In the back of the book you should fi nd a card called Decision Report and Request Card. When 
you have made a decision, fi ll out the card and mail it as indicated. Then you will receive more help. 
You may use the card to ask questions, or make requests for prayer or information.

If there is no card in this copy of the book, write to your ICI instructor and you will receive a 
personal answer.
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We Believe
UNIT STUDENT REPORTS

AND ANSWER SHEETS

STUDENT REPORT DIRECTIONS

When you have completed your study of each unit, fi ll out the answer sheet for that unit. Do only one 
unit at a time. Return each answer sheet to your ICI instructor or offi ce in your area as soon as you have 
completed it.

The following are directions on how to indicate your answer to each question.

EXAMPLE
There is one best answer. Blacken the space for the answer you have chosen.

1 To be born again means to
a) be young in age.
b) accept Jesus as Savior.
c) start a new year.

The correct answer is b) accept Jesus as Savior, so you would blacken space b like this:

1 A C

Now read the questions in your Student Report and mark your answers in the answer section as we have 
shown in our example. Choose your answer and blacken the space a, b, or c according to your choice.
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STUDENT REPORT FOR UNIT ONE

For all questions, be sure the number beside the spaces on the answer sheet is the same as the 
number of the question.

1 The origin and basic structure of the Bible is
a) 66 books written by 30 men over 1300 years.
b) 55 books written by 40 men over 1100 years.
c) 66 books written by 40 men over 1600 years.

2 Which of these is a purpose of Scripture?
a)To entertain us
b) To show us our sins
c) To teach us how to build an ark.

3 The Bible tells us that God in His relationship to man is
a) visible.
b) distant.
c) eternal.

4 Man’s fi rst responsibility is to
a) love God.
b) serve his family.
c) develop fully.

5 God created man
a) perfect in all ways.
b) sinful in nature.
c) weak in spirit.

6 Man’s condition as a result of the fall is one of having
a) no power to choose.
b) a sinful nature.
c) a permanent handicap.

7 The relationship below which shows sin is
a) confessing to one’s teacher of cheating.
b) hiding one’s disobedience from a parent.
c) asking for forgiveness for angry words.

8 What is the result of sin?
a) Death
b) Life
c) No effect

9 To hate others is sin because it
a) could get us into trouble.
b) might hurt our reputation.
c) is disobeying God’s laws.

10 We can escape the results of sin only by
a) paying great sums of money to the church.
b) receiving Jesus Christ as our Savior.
c) repeating our prayers every day.
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11 The name Christ means the
a) “Savior.”
b) “Son of God.”
c) “anointed one.”

12 Jesus right now is fulfi lling His purpose of
a) providing forgiveness for sinners.
b) continuing to do battle with Satan.
c) pleading with the Father for our needs.

13 At the time of the Rapture when Christ returns for His saints, He will
a) come with a shout of command.
b) establish His earthly kingdom.
c) cast Satan into the lake of fi re.

14 The biblical defi nition of salvation is
a) pardon from sin.
b) reward for a good life.
c) safety from evil.

15 Salvation is provided for all who
a) admire the works of Jesus.
b) believe in Jesus Christ.
c) repeat the name of Jesus.

16 Sanctifi cation means to be
a) born again by the Spirit of God.
b) made holy and set apart for God’s use.
c) made righteous as though we had never sinned.

17 The Bible says that the Holy Spirit is
a) our conscience.
b) God’s helper.
c) God.

18 The work of the Holy Spirit is to
a) indwell every believer.
b) atone for man’s sins.
c) bring peace to the world.

19 The Bible calls the church the
a) head of the body of Christ.
b) bride of Christ.
c) cornerstone of the building.

20 The ordinance of water baptism is for
a) all children of Christian parents.
b) attendees of a Christian church.
c) followers of Jesus Christ.

This is the end of the requirements for Unit One. Please stop here and return your Answer Sheet for 
Unit One to your instructor. Continue your study in Unit Two.
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STUDENT REPORT FOR UNIT TWO

For all questions, be sure the number beside the spaces on the answer sheet is the same as the 
number of the question.

1 Which statement is true about Satan?
a) He avoids believers.
b) He tempts Christians to sin.
c) He tried to exalt God above himself.

2 The functions of angels include
a) convicting sinners of sin.
b) worshiping God at all times.
c) acting on their own authority.

3 The Marriage Supper of the Lamb will occur after
a) Jesus returns to rule the earth.
b) the saints are caught up in the clouds.
c) the Great White Throne Judgment.

4 Who will appear at the judgment seat of Christ?
a) Saints
b) Satan and his angels
c) Sinners

5 The Christian term “millennium” refers to
a) believers ruling with Christ on earth.
b) the period between Christ’s fi rst and second coming.
c) the last battle between Satan and God.

6 When will the Great White Throne Judgment occur?
a) Before Jesus reigns a thousand years.
b) During Jesus’ reign of a thousand years.
c) After Jesus reigns for a thousand years.

7 God’s Law was given to
a) keep men from enjoying life.
b) save people from sin.
c) show men right from wrong.

8 We should obey God’s Law
a) because we love God and desire to please Him.
b) in order to be saved.
c) until we are saved.

9 A promised gift of God to His children is
a) a comfortable life.
b) freedom from temptation.
c) provision for their needs.

10 God desires us to give Him
a) most of our money.
b) all of our lives.
c) special acts of penance.
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11 God expects His children to honor and obey
a) all those in authority over us.
b) people who live exemplary lives.
c) those whom we are afraid to offend.

12 The biblical principle of loving others is that
a) believers love fellow believers.
b) believers love all people.
c) believers shun believers who sin.

13 If someone lies about you, you should
a) forgive and love him.
b) retaliate.
c) reveal it to others.

14 A Christian desires to
a) exercise the right to make his own decisions.
b) live life with no concern for purity.
c) please Christ rather than himself.

15 Receiving and sharing with other believers is essential to
a) maintaining equality.
b) shunning the world.
c) growing spiritually.

16 Christian growth occurs when we
a) read the Bible and pray daily.
b) stop sinning completely.
c) achieve a leadership role.

17 Which is true? Our thoughts
a) are controlled by God only.
b) have no effect on our behavior.
c) must be guarded carefully.

18 Healthy church life requires
a) the good will of the community.
b) believers meeting together for worship.
c) believers adopting uniform life-styles.

19 We can recognize a Spirit-fi lled life by one’s
a) display of love, joy, and peace.
b) having control over others.
c) apparent success in life.

20 Which of these are the gifts of the Spirit?
a) Joy, peace, goodness, humility, and patience
b) Prophecy, faith, healing, and word of knowledge
c) Self-control, love, kindness, and patience

End of requirements for Unit Two. Please return your student report Answer Sheet for Unit Two to 
your ICI instructor. Now that you have completed your study of this course, ask your instructor to 
recommend another course of study.
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CL3330

Please fi ll in the blanks below:

Your name ..........................................................................................................................................

Your ICI Student Number .................................................................................................................
(Leave blank if you don’t know what it is.)

Your Mailing Address ........................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

City ............................ State or Province ...........................................................................................

Zip or Postal Code .............................................................................................................................

Country .............................................................................................................................................

Age .................................   Sex..........................................................................................................

Occupation ........................................................................................................................................

How many members are in your family? ..........................................................................................

How many years have you studied in school? ..................................................................................

If you are a member of a church, what is the name of your church? 

............................................................................................................................................................

What responsibility do you have in your church? .............................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

How are you studying this course: Alone? ........................................................In a group? ............. 

What other ICI courses have you studied?

............................................................................................................................................................

Now, turn the page and answer all questions.

We Believe
Answer Sheet for Unit One 
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ANSWER SHEET FOR UNIT ONE

Blacken the correct space for each numbered item.

1 A B C
2 A B C
3 A B C
4 A B C
5 A B C
6 A B C
7 A B C

8 A B C
9 A B C
10 A B C
11 A B C
12 A B C
13 A B C
14 A B C

15 A B C
16 A B C
17 A B C
18 A B C
19 A B C
20 A B C

Write below any questions you would like to ask your instructor about the lessons.

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

Now look over this answer sheet to be sure you have completed all the questions. Then return it to 
your ICI instructor or offi ce in your area. The address should be stamped on the copyright page of 
your study guide.

For ICI Offi ce Use Only

Date ............................................................... Score .................................................................. 

Christian Life Program
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CL3330
Please fi ll in the blanks below:

Your name ..........................................................................................................................................

Your ICI Student Number .................................................................................................................
(Leave blank if you don’t know what it is.)

Your Mailing Address ........................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

City ............................ State or Province ...........................................................................................

Zip or Postal Code .............................................................................................................................

Country .............................................................................................................................................

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

The ICI offi ce in your area will be happy to send you information about other courses that are 
available and their cost. You may use the space below to ask for that information.

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

Now, turn the page and answer all questions.

We Believe
Answer Sheet for Unit Two
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ANSWER SHEET FOR UNIT TWO

Blacken the correct space for each numbered item.

1 A B C
2 A B C
3 A B C
4 A B C
5 A B C
6 A B C
7 A B C

8 A B C
9 A B C
10 A B C
11 A B C
12 A B C
13 A B C
14 A B C

15 A B C
16 A B C
17 A B C
18 A B C
19 A B C
20 A B C

Write below any questions you would like to ask your instructor about the lessons.

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................

CONGRATULATIONS

You have fi nished this course. We have enjoyed having you as a student and hope you will study 
more courses with ICI. Return this student report answer sheet to your instructor or to the ICI offi ce 
in your area. When we have checked your answers, we will send you a certifi cate for this course in 
your program of studies.

Please print your name below as you want it to appear on your certifi cate.

Name .................................................................................................................................................

For ICI Offi ce Use Only

Date ..............................................................  Score .................................................................. 

Christian Life Program
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CL3330 We Believe
Decision Report and Request Card

After studying this course, I have placed my trust in Jesus Christ 
as my Savior and Lord. I am returning this card with my signature 
and address to your ICI offi ce for two reasons: fi rst, to testify to my 
commitment to Christ and, second, to request information about more 
material to help me in my spiritual life.

NAME........................................................................................................

ADDRESS  ...............................................................................................

....................................................................................................................

SIGNATURE .............................................................................................

THE GREATEST OF ALL
IS THE SERVANT OF ALL

Serving is one of the greatest ways we can show our love to God. ICI courses prepare you to 
better serve others.

Using our courses will create an orderly system of Bible study and encourage a better 
understanding of spiritual truths.

To begin preparing for God’s service, we suggest enrolling in courses offered from our 
Christian Service Program.

Some courses from the Christian Service Program are:

THE GREAT QUESTIONS OF LIFE
GOD LOVES YOU

WHO JESUS IS
WE BELIEVE

GOD’S DESIGN—YOUR CHOICE
CHRISTIAN WORSHIP

PERSONAL EVANGELISM
ALIVE IN CHRIST

CHRISTIAN MATURITY
If you desire a more detailed description about each course or directions on how to enroll in any 

of these courses, contact your local ICI director. 
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SEND US THE NAMES AND ADDRESSES 
OF YOUR FRIENDS

We will send them Lesson 1 of 
“The Great Questions of Life.”

Print Clearly

Name ..............................................................................................................................................

Mailing Address ..............................................................................................................................

City..................................................................................................................................................

Province or State .............................................................................................................................

Country ...........................................................................................................................................

E-mail..............................................................................................................................................

Name ..............................................................................................................................................

Mailing Address ..............................................................................................................................

City..................................................................................................................................................

Province or State .............................................................................................................................

Country ...........................................................................................................................................

E-mail..............................................................................................................................................

Name ..............................................................................................................................................

Mailing Address ..............................................................................................................................

City..................................................................................................................................................

Province or State .............................................................................................................................

Country ...........................................................................................................................................

E-mail..............................................................................................................................................

Your Name .........................................................................................................................

Mailing Address .................................................................................................................

City .....................................................................................................................................

Province or State ................................................................................................................

Country ...............................................................................................................................

E-mail .................................................................................................................................




